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At GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha, we believe that an outstanding education extends far beyond
academic achievement. Whilst excellence in learning remains at the heart of everything we do, we are
equally committed to developing confident, resilient and compassionate young people who possess
the character, curiosity and entrepreneurial mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.

Our Year 9 curriculum has been carefully designed to deepen students' knowledge, strengthen their
understanding across all subject areas and prepare them for the next stage of their education.
Alongside a broad and balanced curriculum, students continue to develop essential life skills through
leadership opportunities, enrichment activities, entrepreneurship, sustainability and our
comprehensive pastoral programme.

For our returning students, Year 9 is an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in
Years 7 and 8, challenging yourselves to aim even higher. For those joining MTW for the first time, I
extend a very warm welcome. You are becoming part of a caring, ambitious and inclusive community
where every student is supported to succeed and encouraged to make the most of every opportunity.

Learning at MTW is enriched through innovation, technology and meaningful connections with the
wider community. We want our students to become curious learners, creative thinkers and
responsible citizens who are equipped with the confidence to solve problems, embrace challenges
and make a positive contribution to the world around them.

This guide provides an overview of the Year 9 curriculum, outlining what students will study across
each subject and how learning is assessed throughout the year. It also highlights the important role
Year 9 plays in preparing students for their Key Stage 4 pathways. I encourage you to read it together
as a family and to work closely with our teaching and pastoral teams. Together, we will ensure every
student is safe, happy and able to achieve.

The year ahead promises new challenges, exciting opportunities and important decisions. I look
forward to working in partnership with you as we help every student grow in confidence, fulfil their
potential and prepare for a successful future.

Kind regards,

Peter Stoddart
Head of Secondary

Dear Parents and Students,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 9 Curriculum Guide.
Year 9 is an exciting and significant stage of the secondary journey.
Students have now established themselves within our school
community and are ready to embrace greater independence, increased
academic challenge and new opportunities for personal growth. It is
also a pivotal year, as students begin preparing for the important
curriculum choices they will make as they move into Key Stage 4.
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 9

DOMINIQUE KINGSTON
HEAD OF YEAR 9

As your Head of Year, my priority is to ensure that every student feels safe, happy and
supported throughout the year. I want every young person to feel confident in taking on new
challenges, celebrating their successes and knowing that there is always someone available to
offer guidance, encouragement or simply a listening ear. My door is always open.

Year 9 is the perfect time to embrace everything that MTW has to offer. Whether it is joining a
club, representing your House, taking on a leadership role, competing in sporting events,
performing on stage or trying something completely new, I encourage every student to make
the most of every opportunity. Some of your most memorable moments will happen beyond the
classroom.

Throughout the year, you will continue to embody our Be A GEM values of Care, Always
Learning, Excellence and One Team. These values shape everything we do and will help you
develop into a confident, respectful and compassionate young person who is ready for the next
stage of your educational journey.

This guide will provide an overview of everything you will study throughout Year 9, but it
represents much more than a curriculum. It is about developing the knowledge, skills and
character that will prepare you for your GCSE and BTEC pathways, while continuing to discover
your strengths, interests and ambitions.

To our parents, thank you for your continued trust and support. We value the partnership
between home and school and know that by working together we can ensure every student
feels safe, happy and able to achieve their very best.

I look forward to working with you all and seeing every student grow in confidence, embrace
new opportunities and make the most of this exciting year. Together, let's make Year 9 a
successful, rewarding and memorable experience.

Kind regards,

Ms Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 9

DDear Parents and Students,

Welcome to Year 9 at GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha!
I am delighted to welcome both our returning Year 9 students and
those joining the MTW community for the first time. Whether you are
continuing your journey with us or starting a new chapter, I look
forward to supporting you through what promises to be an exciting
and important year.

Year 9 is a significant milestone in secondary school. It is a year
where students grow in confidence, independence and maturity,
while beginning to think more carefully about their future aspirations.
As the final year of Key Stage 3, it provides the foundations for the
exciting opportunities and choices that lie ahead in Key Stage 4.



WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEARSTUDENT LEADERSHIP AT MTW
Student Leadership is embedded in all aspects of MTW life, with many opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills across a wide range of roles. We believe it builds confidence,
resilience, and responsibility, empowering students to make a positive impact within and beyond
our school. Our programme encourages students to be creative thinkers, problem solvers, and
effective communicators, skills essential for lifelong learning. Leadership opportunities exist
across all phases, ensuring every student can take part, regardless of age or background. At
MTW, student leaders represent and contribute to key areas such as:



At Metropole School, we value open
communication and always welcome
feedback from our parents. To ensure
that comments, concerns, or questions
are addressed quickly and effectively,
we kindly ask that they are directed to
the appropriate member of staff. 

ACADEMIC &
PASTORAL
CONCERNS

ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS 

Academic Concerns: For any concerns regarding your child’s progress, your
first point of contact should be your child’s Form Teacher. 

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an
academic matter, please contact your son/daughter’s Head of Year. We also
have a dedicated School Counsellor available to provide specialist support
for wellbeing Pastoral Support.



CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW
Over the following pages, you will discover what makes the GEMS Metropole School, Al
Waha curriculum unique and how it has been carefully designed to inspire, challenge
and prepare every student for future success.

Whether you are a parent supporting your child through their educational journey or a
student eager to explore the opportunities ahead, this guide provides an overview of
our curriculum, the subjects available, curriculum pathways and indicative course
content. 

It is designed to help you understand what students will learn, how they will be
assessed and the exciting opportunities each subject can offer, enabling you to make
informed decisions and get the very most from your time at MTW.

year 9



English
The Year 9 English course is designed to reinforce, consolidate,

and expand the knowledge and skills developed throughout our

Key Stage Three Curriculum. This course integrates the

interrelated strands of language, literature, andliteracy, serving

as a bridge to the English Language and English Literature IGCSE

courses. 

In Year 9, students will progress from studying modern texts to

analysing works of literary heritage. They will delve deeper into

both modern and classic poems, considering the historical and

cultural contexts in which they were written. Students will also

have opportunities to write for diverse audiences and purposes,

honing essential skills such as effective research and

proofreading. 

Additionally, the curriculum introduces students to the

conventions of drama texts and their significance within the

literary canon. Each week, one lesson is dedicated to reading.



English

Useful Websites: 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

https://www.commonlit.org/en

https://www.century.tech/

Course Overview

continued



Mathematics
In Year 9, students follow the UK National Curriculum for

England. Students will learn a variety of topics that lay the

foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year 9

Mathematics they continue the focus on Mastery, each

topic is studied for a longer period of time so students

can explore in greater depth and truly master their

numeracy skills. 

To supplement this work, students will also work on

functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in

everyday situations and work on student’s problem

solving skills.

Useful Websites: 

https://www.century.tech/

https://sparxmaths.com/en/

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

 www.corbettmaths.com

Course Overview



Science

In Year 9 Science, we continue to follow the National

Curriculum for England and build on the foundational

concepts learned in Years 7 and 8, while integrating

sustainability and opportunities for student leadership.

Students will study a wide range of engaging, real-world

concepts in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, ranging from

plant growth to material production and forces and motion.

They will also study several transition topics to best

prepare them for exam success in their IGCSE’s.

Sustainability remains a key focus, with students

encouraged to engage in action-based learning. Our

curriculum's aim continues to be preparing tomorrow’s

leaders—confident, creative, and independent learners.

Course Overview
▪ Preparing students for the IGCSE course through the study of transition
topics in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. 

▪ Developing more advanced scientific and practical skills to prepare for
IGCSEs. 

▪ Usingthe scientific method to develop inquiry and investigation skills. 

▪ Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our
environmental impact. 

▪ Nurturing leadership through projects, presentations, and student-led work.



Curriculum
Ark Curriculum Plus (Science Mastery)

Assessment
Every half term there will be a cumulative assessment to prepare

students to recall with ease. 

Assessment will be followed by a feedforward lesson to address

misunderstanding and misconceptions. There is ongoing formative

assessment throughout lessons and assessed tasks.

Useful Websites:

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/
•https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.thenational.academy/ 
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://keystagewiki.com/index.php/Science_Key_Stage_3

 



COURSE OVERVIEW



Physical Education
Students in Year 9 will continue experiencing a broad and creative

curriculum that has been thoroughly mapped so experiences and prior

learning can continue to be built and further developed. All teaching staff to

empower students to lead a healthy, active lifestyle, providing

opportunities for all to compete in sport and other activities, in turn building

character including values such as fairness and respect. 

Basic GCSE Physical Education concepts and theories will also be

addressed throughout the various units of work allowing students to

develop the knowledge and skills to be physically active and healthy in

later life. Our curriculum will promote a love of physical activity and the

confidence to participate. In addition, students will be able to evaluate their

own health and fitness levels using data effectively and implement

effective programs to further enhance their ability levels. 

In line with the GEMS Metropole Prep Schoolvision, Physical Education and

Sport is embeddingstudentleadership within the curriculum. This will help

students to develop their skills and qualities associated with leadership

such as communication, confidence and organisation.

Useful Websites: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/academy/default.stm

http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/Pages/change-for-life.aspx

Course Overview



ISLAMIC STUDIES A
في برنامج التربية الإسلامية، نتبع منهاج وزارة التربية والتعليم في دولة

الإمارات العربية المتحدة وإطار عمل هيئة المعرفة والتنمية البشرية في

دبي، مع مواءمته مع توقعات وأساليب المنهاج البريطاني. ويتضمن

المنهاج ستة محاور رئيسية تغطي موضوعات متنوعة ترتبط بحياة

الطلبة وبيئاتهم، وهي: الوحي الإلهي (القرآن الكريم والحديث الشريف)،

والعقيدة الإسلامية، والأحكام الإسلامية ومقاصدها، والقيم والآداب

الإسلامية، والسيرة النبوية والشخصيات، والهوية والقضايا المعاصرة.

ويهدف البرنامج إلى ترسيخ القيم الإسلامية المعتدلة التي تعكس جوهر

الإسلام الحقيقي الذي تتبناه دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة، وتعزيز

ارتباط الطلبة بالقيم والمفاهيم العربية الأصيلة.

Useful Websites: 

 www.seraj-uae.com

www.youtube.com/c/One4kids-Zaky

https://quran411.com/

https://sunnah.com/

https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/islamic-treasures/id1581310984

 https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.royaltechni.kidsapp&hl=en

Course Overview



ISLAMIC STUDIES B
In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE)

curriculum and the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework,

aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National Curriculum of the

United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each

addressing topics that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These

themes are as follows: 

1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith). 

2. Islamic Beliefs 

3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives. 

4. Islamic Values and Manners. 

5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters. 

6. Identity and Contemporary Issues. 

The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic

values that reflect the true essence of Islam as embraced by the United Arab

Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and

concepts.

Useful Websites: 

www.seraj-uae.com

www.youtube.com/c/One4kids-Zaky

https://sunnah.com/

https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/islamic-treasures/id1581310984

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.royaltechni.kidsapp&hl=en

Course Overview



ARABIC A
يقوم منهاج اللغة العربية للصف التاسع على مجموعة من المهارات والمفاهيم التي تعزز تفاعل الطلبة الواعي

مع مضامين النصوص وأفكارها، ليكونوا شركاء فاعلين في عمليتي التعليم والتعلمّ، بدلاً من الاكتفاء بالتلقي

السلبي. وينقسم المنهاج إلى ثلاثة فصول دراسية، يتضمن كل فصل ستة أقسام رئيسية، تشمل: مهارة

القراءة، حيث يقرأ الطالب النصوص المقررة ويفهمها، ويحدد الأفكار والحجج ووجهات النظر، ويربط بينها

مستفيداً من معرفته ببنية النص، إلى جانب قراءة نصوص إضافية لتطوير لغته وتعزيز مهاراته القرائية وربطها

بالكتاب المدرسي؛ ومهارة الكتابة، حيث يتدرب على التعبير الإبداعي والوظيفي، مثل كتابة القصص

والنصوص الإقناعية والمقالات والسير؛ والمفاهيم البلاغية، مثل التشبيه المؤكد والمجمل والمفصل

،والاستعارة، مع توظيفها في التعبير وتذوق جمالياتها؛ والمفاهيم النحوية والصرفية، مثل الحال والتمييز

وأدوات نصب الفعل المضارع وجزمه، والتركيب الإضافي وفعل الأمر؛ ومهارة الاستماع، حيث يصغي إلى

النصوص المسموعة ويفهم أفكارها ويحللها، ويستخلص منها المبادئ والقيم، ويقيّمها وفق معايير محددة

ملتزماً بآداب الاستماع؛ ومهارة التحدث، حيث يظُهر فهمه وقدرته على المحادثة بطلاقة وثقة ووضوح، وينظم

أفكاره مستخدماً عناصر اللغة المحاذية، مثل التنغيم والنبر والإيماءات والإشارات، كما يشارك بفاعلية في

العروض الرسمية والخطب والمناقشات والمناظرات، ويستخدم مهارات المحادثة لأغراض متنوعة، مثل طرح

.الأسئلة، وتبادل المعلومات، وإعادة صياغة المسموع، وسرد القصص وتقديم العروض

Course Overview



ARABIC A
Course Overview



ARABIC B
In Year 9, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different

levels to meet the student’s needs. The curriculum focuses on

real life activities or situations or public figures, students will

learn and apply their learning developing their language skills 

( reading, writing, listening, speaking ) through literature,

observations, and collaborative discussions. They will

demonstrate new ways to build strong base in asking and

answering questions about key details intexts and reading

aloud. Students will present their work or presentations orally

or through other media. In addition, students learned how to

write different types of texts ( articles, informative essays,

description essays,  journals, persuasive essays ) applying new

grammar concepts.

Useful Websites: 

www.kamkalima.com/ar/home

www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/ar

Course Overview



Geography
The Humanities subject of Geography, is taught for 1 lesson per

week. Students will study an array of Physical,  Human and

Environmental Geography. A wide range of skills will be applied

in delivering the curriculum and  different pedagogical styles

will be applied to allow all students to access the curriculum.

Aims of the curriculum  are to develop students’ knowledge

and understanding about the planet we all live on;  to provide

students with the skills to illustrate, research and refine their

understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded

understanding of key geographical concepts; and to enable

students to reach conclusions and begin to question the world

around them.

Useful Websites: 

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesizeand National

Geographic: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/, 

Course Overview
(summary of topics covered in Geography)



History
In Year 9, students trace how the modern world was shaped by war,

empire, and struggles for rights. They begin with the First World War,

examining its long and short-term causes, trench life, new

technologies, global contributions from the Empire and Gulf, and the

war’s impact before considering the Armistice and Treaty of Versailles.

They then move on to the Second World War, exploring the rise of

dictatorships, key battles in Europe, North Africa, and Asia, as well as

life on the home front, before studying how the conflict ended. Finally,

students investigate the post-war world, focusing on the decline of

empires, independence movements in India, Africa, and the Gulf, and

major civil rights struggles in the USA and South Africa, alongside

women’s rights campaigns in Britain and America. Together, these

studies help students understand the causes and consequences of

global conflict, the end of empire, and the fight for equality and justice

in the modern world.

Useful Websites: 

BBC Bitesize:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

School History: https://schoolhistory.co.uk/

Course Overview



French
In Year 9, students study French, as a continuation of their Year 7, 8

and Primary School learning (if they have been at MTW previously).

Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking,

reading and writing by studying a broad range of topics. This varied

approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their

performance in the various course elements, and it will regularly give

them time to work on their identified areas for improvement allowing

for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to

analyse, to take risks, and to question language. It is these teaching

methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our

students. 

In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes

enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work, and to become the

international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in

the target language, and our students are encouraged from the start to

reply in the target language.

Course Overview - FRENCH
(subject to change depending on work covered)



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
(MFL) –FRENCH & SPANISH

Course Overview - SPANISH
(subject to change depending on work covered)

Useful Websites: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk

https://www.linguee.com

Textbook used: ‘QuePass’ by EDCO publishers 



The Year 9 Computer Science and ICT curriculum provides students

with a comprehensive foundation in essential computing concepts and

practical skills. Beginning with macOS navigation and digital literacy,

students learn crucial skills for safe and effective computer use. They

progress to computational thinking and problem-solving, where they

develop skills in logical reasoning and algorithm development.

Students then explore data management through databases and

spreadsheets, gaining proficiency in organizing, manipulating, and

analyzing data. They also learn networking basics and internet

fundamentals, understanding network types, internet infrastructure,

and security principles. Finally, students engage in Python

programming, mastering programming fundamentals and applying their

skills in a culminating project. This curriculum equips students with

essential knowledge and skills in computing, preparing them for

further studies and future technological challenges.

ICT 
( Information and Communication Technology)

Course Overview

Useful Websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk

https://replit.com/new/python3

https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-python

https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp

 https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/ 



In Year 9 Entrepreneurship the curriculum guides students

through foundational aspects of entrepreneurship, starting

with the development of critical skills and mindsets essential

for success in business ventures. 

Emphasizing creativity, problem-solving, and effective

communication, students learn to identify market opportunities

and formulate viable business ideas. They refine their ability to

pitch these concepts, preparing them to navigate the initial

stages of entrepreneurial endeavors with confidence. 

Moving into practical application, the curriculum shifts towards

planning and launching a business. Students engage in writing

detailed business plans that encompass market analysis,

strategic marketing, financial planning, and legal

considerations. They also delve into the process of product

development, from conceptualization to prototyping and

production, equipping them with the practical skills needed to

execute their entrepreneurial visions effectively. This holistic

approach ensures students not only understand the

foundational principles of entrepreneurship but also gain

hands-on experience in strategizing, planning, and managing

business operations from inception through to growth.

Useful Websites: 

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free

ResourcesonMicrosoftTeams

Course Overview

Entrepreneurship



Our aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are: 

• Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through

diverse materials like graphite, pastels, watercolour, acrylics,

clay, and digital tools. 

• Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using

different materials and techniques, enhancing understanding of

media choices. 

• Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in

industries like graphic design, fashion, architecture, and

advertising, through real-world projects. 

• Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing

tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of design, and

printmaking. 

• Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by

experimenting with materials that reflect individual experiences

and ideas.

Useful Websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm

https://www.artsy.net

https://www.studentartguide.com

Art and Design

Course Overview
Year 9 students will build on their experience and knowledge they have gained in Year 8 and will
progress to more in-depth projects. They will exploree new materials and subjects as well as
developing their drawing skills. Students will advance their skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and
linking their work to the work of others. Projects are designed to fit more closely with the GCSE
requirements to promote a smoother transition from KS3 to KS4.



In Year 9, students consolidate and extend their musical learning

through more advanced performance, composition, and

analytical work, preparing them for the demands of GCSE Music.

They explore songwriting, popular and world music styles, so

they then develop their skills in harmony, melody writing, and

arrangement. Students work both independently and

collaboratively to create original pieces, perform confidently on

instruments or voice, and use music technology to record and

refine their ideas. Listening and appraisal are embedded

throughout, with students analysing how musical elements are

used across different genres and cultures. The curriculum

emphasises creativity, critical thinking, and self-expression, while

giving students a clear insight into the pathways available in

music at Key Stage 4.

Performing Arts

Course Overview: Music



In Year 9 Drama, students extend their skills by exploring

a range of styles, texts, and techniques. They study

theatre practitioners such as Stanislavski, focusing on

naturalism, and Brecht, exploring Epic Theatre and

breaking the fourth wall. 

Students also work with Shakespeare’s Romeo and

Juliet, examining themes of conflict and relationships,

alongside developing their own monologues and

duologues. Further study of modern plays helps them

analyse themes and characters, while a devising project

using visual stimuli encourages creativity and

collaboration. These experiences provide a strong

foundation for GCSE Drama and future study.

Performing Arts

Course Overview: Drama



Students in Year 9 will have half a term in Design &

Technology (6 hours). Prior to term 3, they will be able to

choose D&T as an option for the remainder of the year,

which can total their time to 12 hours. These lessons will

focus on a mixture of practical skills, core knowledge

and theory, in preparation for Year 10. 

The majority of lessons for the 6-hour block will be

practical, focusing on an exciting project that will allow

students to craft their own product which they can bring

home! They will be making use of machinery available in

the workshop and will also build on their skills with hand

tools, drawing and more!

Course Overview

Design and Technology



By Year 9, students are ready to think more deeply about

the food they eat and where it comes from. Lessons

explore food provenance, including seasonality,

sustainability, and food miles, as well as ethical topics

such as Fair trade and animal welfare. Students also

revisit food safety in greater depth, learning how to

handle and store food responsibly. Practical work is

more challenging, with students refining higher-level

skills such as coating, whisking, and managing multiple

elements of a dish at the same time. The aim is to

prepare them for independence in the kitchen and to

help them make thoughtful, responsible choices about

food in their daily lives.

Useful Websites: 

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/cooking nutrition-secondary-ks3/units

https://lovefoodlovescience.org

Course Overview

Food Technology



ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION
Wellbeing

Wellbeing is at the heart of education at Metropole. Supporting mental, emotional, and
physical health helps students shine brighter in their learning and everyday lives. We
encourage all learners to 'Be a GEM' and nurture wellbeing through: 

Mental Health Education: Embedding awareness of mental health, resilience, and
emotional intelligence across lessons enables students to recognise and manage their
feelings. Mindfulness activities, relaxation strategies, and guided breathing support
them in developing practical ways to deal with stress and anxiety. 

Counseling Services: Providing access to our school counselors allows students to
seek help and guidance when needed. 

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress. 

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where
students feel safe, valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing. 

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress. 

Positive School Environment: A safe, inclusive culture where students feel valued,
respected, and part of “One Team” ensures they can thrive. Our “Be a GEM” values of
Care, Always Learning, Excellence, and One Team underpin every aspect of this
supportive environment



ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION continued

Core intervention programmes are designed to provide additional support to students

who may need extra help in subjects such as English, Maths and Science. These

programmess aim to close learning gaps, reinforce foundational skills, and ensure that

all students have the opportunity to succeed academically. 

Core intervention takes place for our non-Muslim students whilst our Muslim students

attend their Islamic lessons. The lessons will include: 

Small Group Tutoring: Organising small group sessions with a specialist teacher to

provide personalised attention and support, making it easier for students to ask

questions and engage in interactive learning. 

Homework Help: Providing designated time and resources for homework assistance

helps students complete assignments effectively and reinforces their understanding of

the material. 

All of these sessions are planned by the Heads of department.

Core Intervention 
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PREPARING FOR GCSEs
Year 9 is an important time as students begin to prepare for their GCSE journey, which
spans across Years 10 and 11. It is essential that our Year 9s approach this year with a
mature attitude, taking their studies seriously and committing to their academic
growth. 

Although GCSEs do not officially start until Year 10, this year will be about students
considering the option subjects they will take, and on the next page, you will be able to
see the options-process timeline as we prepare our students and support them
through this transition. 

For parents and students who are unfamiliar with the GCSE/BTEC system, the
information below should help explain what GCSEs are and how they are graded.

GENERAL CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION (GCSE) 
There are different exam boards offering certificated courses in both GCSEs and International GCSEs. As an
international school we have the opportunity to present students for either course from the range of exam
boards. 
Staff have carefully analysed course content and exam requirements to ensure that the selected board and
course are right for our students, our school and our international context. As a result, we are currently
presenting students for a mixture of GCSE and IGCSE exams with AQA and Edexcel exam boards. For many
families that are new to the English curriculum, the grading system is one of the first things that is unfamiliar to
parents and students. The diagram below gives a comparison of the two grading systems.

GCSEs at Grade A*- C or 9- 4 are often used as a benchmark for comparisons and entry into Key Stage 5, with
many expecting English and Mathematics to be included. Each GCSE/IGCSEs course is unique and has its own
course requirements and examination procedures. Many require the submission of coursework, in the form of
independent work or as a controlled assessment. Students cannot be presented for the final examination if the
course work or controlled assessment has not been completed in the set time. In some subjects' students are
entered for a “tier”. The Foundation tier targets grades 5 to 1 and the Higher tier grades 9– 4. The decision
about the appropriate tier for assessment will take into consideration class work, assessment results and
student ability. Students and parents will be made aware of the level when decisions are made. 

For Years 10 and 11, we believe that a broad and balanced education is still important in to prepare students for
future studies in whichever system of education or career path they enter. We find that many students will
change their career focus as they continue through education and want them to keep a variety of options open.
We are proud to offer a wide range of courses to meet the interests and needs of our students. To ensure
breadth and balance and to meet UAE requirements all students will study the following core subjects: 
● GCSE English– Language, or Language and Literature (depending on suitability), or 2nd Language English 
● GCSE Mathematics– Foundation or Higher 
● GCSE Science– Double, Triple, or Single Science Award (depending on suitability – school’s decision 
● Arabic A & B 
● Physical Education - core subject 
● Islamic Studies for Muslim students 
● MSC (Moral, Social and Cultural Studies) are compulsory MOE subjects



PREPARING FOR GCSEs
The timeline below gives students and parents an idea of the events throughout Year 9
to prepare students for the GCSE option-subject process. We believe that this should
be a well thought-out, reflective exercise where students consider their future
carefully. We do not permit subject changes in Year 10 once the course begins, unless
there are exceptional circumstances. This means it is vital students make the right
decisions this academic year. 

As you can see from the below, there are various events and activities taking place
throughout Terms 1 and 2. More information will be shared about this, and you can refer
to the school calendar for details about the Options Evening, which we encourage all
Year 9 students and parents to attend. 

For our students with special educational needs, more information will be sent to you
from our Head of Inclusion regarding our alternative pathways, which includes the
ASDAN programme.



PREPARING FOR GCSEs
Optional Subjects

Students are required to select three additional courses ensuring that they meet the
entry requirements. They should select one subject from each option column once they
are released to students later in Year 9. We will strive to meet the requests of students
however there are limited spaces in each subject and option subjects will only run if
there is sufficient uptake. The option subjects we are likely to be offering:

• Art, Craft and Design                                                     • ICT 
• Design & Technology                                                     • Media Studies 
• Business Studies                                                            • Physical Education
• Drama                                                                                • Sociology 
• Economics                                                                        • Psychology
• Food & Nutrition                                                              • iBTEC L2 Construction
• Geography                                                                        • iBTEC L2 Engineering
• History                                                                               - IBTEC L2 Sport

In choosing a subject at GCSE students should think carefully about the following
points: 

● What subjects do youenjoy? 
● What subjects are you goodat? 
● Have I selected a broad range of subjects? 
● Which subjects are important for my chosen career path? 
● How do I prefer to be assessed? (BTECstudents will be assessed continuously with
no final examinations) 

Year 10 and 11 students will be expected to take full responsibility for their choices and
learning. Throughout the two-year courses there will be great demands and
expectations placed on students. To reach success, students have to be disciplined
and committed to their courses. Submission deadlines will have to be met, or
qualifications will be at risk. 

Our exam board providers are: 



THE BTEC PATHWAY
BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council) 

Parents and students will be able to gather much more information about our BTEC
offering during enrichment classes, option evenings and the marketplace activity. For
now, the information summarized below should be sufficient in giving parents/students
an insight into the BTEC pathway and the subjects we intend to offer (subject to student
numbers) as part of the Level 2 programme. 

BTECs are high-quality, career-focused qualifications grounded in the real world of
work. This means BTEC learners develop and apply the knowledge, skills and
behaviours that employers and universities are looking for. 

The BTEC qualification represents a vocational alternative to A-Levels, IB, and GCSEs.
They can be studied alongside other GCSE and A-Level subjects. Currently BTEC
qualifications are offered by the Pearson Edexcel Exam Board. BTEC qualifications can
be studied as double awards (equivalent to 2 A Levels) or triple awards (equivalent to 3
A Levels). 

BTEC grades are split into three and may be awarded in any combination of 'Starred
Distinction, Distinction, Merit and Pass'. A top performing student would receive three
Starred Distinction grades. Other students may receive award combinations such as
Merit, Merit, Pass. 

Four our Year 10 and 11 students, if they decide to study a BTEC subject, this will be one
of their three options. Each option takes three hours of the timetable per week,
meaning they would be studying their chosen BTEC for a maximum three hours a week.

The L2 BTEC subjects we will be offering students (subject to student numbers) are: 

• Construction 
• Engineering
• Sport


	Year 9
	Dear Parents and Students,
	It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 9 Curriculum Guide. Year 9 is an exciting and significant stage of the secondary journey. Students have now established themselves within our school community and are ready to embrace greater independence, increased academic challenge and new opportunities for personal growth. It is also a pivotal year, as students begin preparing for the important curriculum choices they will make as they move into Key Stage 4.
	At GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha, we believe that an outstanding education extends far beyond academic achievement. Whilst excellence in learning remains at the heart of everything we do, we are equally committed to developing confident, resilient and compassionate young people who possess the character, curiosity and entrepreneurial mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.
	Our Year 9 curriculum has been carefully designed to deepen students' knowledge, strengthen their understanding across all subject areas and prepare them for the next stage of their education. Alongside a broad and balanced curriculum, students continue to develop essential life skills through leadership opportunities, enrichment activities, entrepreneurship, sustainability and our comprehensive pastoral programme.
	For our returning students, Year 9 is an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in Years 7 and 8, challenging yourselves to aim even higher. For those joining MTW for the first time, I extend a very warm welcome. You are becoming part of a caring, ambitious and inclusive community where every student is supported to succeed and encouraged to make the most of every opportunity.
	Learning at MTW is enriched through innovation, technology and meaningful connections with the wider community. We want our students to become curious learners, creative thinkers and responsible citizens who are equipped with the confidence to solve problems, embrace challenges and make a positive contribution to the world around them.
	This guide provides an overview of the Year 9 curriculum, outlining what students will study across each subject and how learning is assessed throughout the year. It also highlights the important role Year 9 plays in preparing students for their Key Stage 4 pathways. I encourage you to read it together as a family and to work closely with our teaching and pastoral teams. Together, we will ensure every student is safe, happy and able to achieve.
	The year ahead promises new challenges, exciting opportunities and important decisions. I look forward to working in partnership with you as we help every student grow in confidence, fulfil their potential and prepare for a successful future.
	Kind regards,
	Peter Stoddart Head of Secondary
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	English
	English
	continued
	Course Overview

	Mathematics
	In Year 9, students follow the UK National Curriculum for England. Students will learn a variety of topics that lay the foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year 9 Mathematics they continue the focus on Mastery, each topic is studied for a longer period of time so students can explore in greater depth and truly master their numeracy skills.
	To supplement this work, students will also work on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday situations and work on student’s problem solving skills.
	Course Overview

	Science
	Course Overview
	▪ Preparing students for the IGCSE course through the study of transition topics in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.
	▪ Developing more advanced scientific and practical skills to prepare for IGCSEs.
	▪ Usingthe scientific method to develop inquiry and investigation skills.
	▪ Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our environmental impact.
	▪ Nurturing leadership through projects, presentations, and student-led work.


	COURSE OVERVIEW
	Physical Education
	Students in Year 9 will continue experiencing a broad and creative curriculum that has been thoroughly mapped so experiences and prior learning can continue to be built and further developed. All teaching staff to empower students to lead a healthy, active lifestyle, providing opportunities for all to compete in sport and other activities, in turn building character including values such as fairness and respect.
	Basic GCSE Physical Education concepts and theories will also be addressed throughout the various units of work allowing students to develop the knowledge and skills to be physically active and healthy in later life. Our curriculum will promote a love of physical activity and the confidence to participate. In addition, students will be able to evaluate their own health and fitness levels using data effectively and implement effective programs to further enhance their ability levels.
	In line with the GEMS Metropole Prep Schoolvision, Physical Education and Sport is embeddingstudentleadership within the curriculum. This will help students to develop their skills and qualities associated with leadership such as communication, confidence and organisation.
	Course Overview

	ISLAMIC STUDIES A
	Course Overview

	ISLAMIC STUDIES B
	In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum and the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework, aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National Curriculum of the United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each addressing topics that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These themes are as follows:  1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith).  2. Islamic Beliefs  3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives.  4. Islamic Values and Manners.  5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters.  6. Identity and Contemporary Issues.  The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic values that reflect the true essence of Islam as embraced by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and concepts.
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	ARABIC B
	In Year 9, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different levels to meet the student’s needs. The curriculum focuses on real life activities or situations or public figures, students will learn and apply their learning developing their language skills  ( reading, writing, listening, speaking ) through literature, observations, and collaborative discussions. They will demonstrate new ways to build strong base in asking and answering questions about key details intexts and reading aloud. Students will present their work or presentations orally or through other media. In addition, students learned how to write different types of texts ( articles, informative essays, description essays,  journals, persuasive essays ) applying new grammar concepts.
	Course Overview

	Geography
	The Humanities subject of Geography, is taught for 1 lesson per week. Students will study an array of Physical,  Human and Environmental Geography. A wide range of skills will be applied in delivering the curriculum and  different pedagogical styles will be applied to allow all students to access the curriculum. Aims of the curriculum  are to develop students’ knowledge and understanding about the planet we all live on;  to provide students with the skills to illustrate, research and refine their understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded understanding of key geographical concepts; and to enable students to reach conclusions and begin to question the world around them.
	Course Overview
	(summary of topics covered in Geography)


	History
	In Year 9, students trace how the modern world was shaped by war, empire, and struggles for rights. They begin with the First World War, examining its long and short-term causes, trench life, new technologies, global contributions from the Empire and Gulf, and the war’s impact before considering the Armistice and Treaty of Versailles. They then move on to the Second World War, exploring the rise of dictatorships, key battles in Europe, North Africa, and Asia, as well as life on the home front, before studying how the conflict ended. Finally, students investigate the post-war world, focusing on the decline of empires, independence movements in India, Africa, and the Gulf, and major civil rights struggles in the USA and South Africa, alongside women’s rights campaigns in Britain and America. Together, these studies help students understand the causes and consequences of global conflict, the end of empire, and the fight for equality and justice in the modern world.
	Course Overview

	French
	In Year 9, students study French, as a continuation of their Year 7, 8 and Primary School learning (if they have been at MTW previously).  Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad range of topics. This varied approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the various course elements, and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified areas for improvement allowing for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to analyse, to take risks, and to question language. It is these teaching methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our students.  In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work, and to become the international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in the target language, and our students are encouraged from the start to reply in the target language.
	Course Overview - FRENCH

	MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) –FRENCH & SPANISH
	Course Overview - SPANISH

	ICT
	( Information and Communication Technology)
	The Year 9 Computer Science and ICT curriculum provides students with a comprehensive foundation in essential computing concepts and practical skills. Beginning with macOS navigation and digital literacy, students learn crucial skills for safe and effective computer use. They progress to computational thinking and problem-solving, where they develop skills in logical reasoning and algorithm development. Students then explore data management through databases and spreadsheets, gaining proficiency in organizing, manipulating, and analyzing data. They also learn networking basics and internet fundamentals, understanding network types, internet infrastructure, and security principles. Finally, students engage in Python programming, mastering programming fundamentals and applying their skills in a culminating project. This curriculum equips students with essential knowledge and skills in computing, preparing them for further studies and future technological challenges.
	Course Overview


	Entrepreneurship
	In Year 9 Entrepreneurship the curriculum guides students through foundational aspects of entrepreneurship, starting with the development of critical skills and mindsets essential for success in business ventures.  Emphasizing creativity, problem-solving, and effective communication, students learn to identify market opportunities and formulate viable business ideas. They refine their ability to pitch these concepts, preparing them to navigate the initial stages of entrepreneurial endeavors with confidence.  Moving into practical application, the curriculum shifts towards planning and launching a business. Students engage in writing detailed business plans that encompass market analysis, strategic marketing, financial planning, and legal considerations. They also delve into the process of product development, from conceptualization to prototyping and production, equipping them with the practical skills needed to execute their entrepreneurial visions effectively. This holistic approach ensures students not only understand the foundational principles of entrepreneurship but also gain hands-on experience in strategizing, planning, and managing business operations from inception through to growth.
	Course Overview

	Art and Design
	Our aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are:  • Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through diverse materials like graphite, pastels, watercolour, acrylics, clay, and digital tools.  • Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using different materials and techniques, enhancing understanding of media choices.  • Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in industries like graphic design, fashion, architecture, and advertising, through real-world projects.  • Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of design, and printmaking.  • Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by experimenting with materials that reflect individual experiences and ideas.
	Course Overview
	Year 9 students will build on their experience and knowledge they have gained in Year 8 and will progress to more in-depth projects. They will exploree new materials and subjects as well as developing their drawing skills. Students will advance their skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and linking their work to the work of others. Projects are designed to fit more closely with the GCSE requirements to promote a smoother transition from KS3 to KS4.


	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Music

	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Drama

	Design and Technology
	Course Overview

	Food Technology
	By Year 9, students are ready to think more deeply about the food they eat and where it comes from. Lessons explore food provenance, including seasonality, sustainability, and food miles, as well as ethical topics such as Fair trade and animal welfare. Students also revisit food safety in greater depth, learning how to handle and store food responsibly. Practical work is more challenging, with students refining higher-level skills such as coating, whisking, and managing multiple elements of a dish at the same time. The aim is to prepare them for independence in the kitchen and to help them make thoughtful, responsible choices about food in their daily lives.
	Course Overview
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	PREPARING FOR GCSEs
	Year 9 is an important time as students begin to prepare for their GCSE journey, which spans across Years 10 and 11. It is essential that our Year 9s approach this year with a mature attitude, taking their studies seriously and committing to their academic growth.
	Although GCSEs do not officially start until Year 10, this year will be about students considering the option subjects they will take, and on the next page, you will be able to see the options-process timeline as we prepare our students and support them through this transition.
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