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Dear Parents and Students,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 9 Curriculum Guide.
Year 9 is an exciting and significant stage of the secondary journey.
Students have now established themselves within our school
community and are ready to embrace greater independence, increased
academic challenge and new opportunities for personal growth. It is
also a pivotal year, as students begin preparing for the important
curriculum choices they will make as they move into Key Stage 4.

At GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha, we believe that an outstanding education extends far beyond
academic achievement. Whilst excellence in learning remains at the heart of everything we do, we are
equally committed to developing confident, resilient and compassionate young people who possess
the character, curiosity and entrepreneurial mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.

Our Year 9 curriculum has been carefully designed to deepen students' knowledge, strengthen their
understanding across all subject areas and prepare them for the next stage of their education.
Alongside a broad and balanced curriculum, students continue to develop essential life skills through
leadership opportunities, enrichment activities, entrepreneurship, sustainability and our
comprehensive pastoral programme.

For our returning students, Year 9 is an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in
Years 7 and 8, challenging yourselves to aim even higher. For those joining MTW for the first time, |
extend a very warm welcome. You are becoming part of a caring, ambitious and inclusive community
where every student is supported to succeed and encouraged to make the most of every opportunity.

Learning at MTW is enriched through innovation, technology and meaningful connectiens with the
wider community. We want our students to become curious learner eative thinkers and
responsible citizens who are equipped with the confidence to solve problems, embrace challenges
and make a positive contribution to the world around them.

This guide provides an overview of the Year 9 curricutum, outlining what students will study across
each subject and how learning is assessed throughout the year. It also highlights the important role
Year 9 plays in preparing students for their Key Stage 4 pathways. | encourage you to read it together
as_a family and to work closely with our teaching and pastoral teams. Together, we will ensure every
student is safe, happy and able to achieve.

The year ahead promises.new £hallenges, exciting opportunities and important decisions. | look
forward to working in partnershijp with you as we help every student grow in confidence, fulfil their
potential and prepare for a sy sful future.

Kind regards,

Peter Stoddart
Head of Seconda
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 9

DDear Parents and Students,

Welcome to Year 9 at GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha!

| am delighted to welcome both our returning Year 9 students and
those joining the MTW community for the first time. Whether you are
continuing your journey with us or starting a new chapter, | look
forward to supporting you through what promises to be an exciting
and important year.

Year 9 is a significant milestone in secondary school. It is a year
where students grow in confidence, independence and maturity,
while beginning to think more carefully about their future aspirations. DOMINIQUE KINGSTON
As the final year of Key Stage 3, it provides the foundations for the HEAD OF YEAR 9
exciting opportunities and choices that lie ahead in Key Stage 4.

As your Head of Year, my priority is to ensure that every student feels safe, happy and
supported throughout the year. | want every young person to feel confident in taking on new
challenges, celebrating their successes and knowing that there is always someone available to
offer guidance, encouragement or simply a listening ear. My door is always open.

Year 9 is the perfect time to embrace everything that MTW has to offer. Whether it is joining a
club, representing your House, taking on a leadership role, competing in sporting events,
performing on stage or trying something completely new, | encourage every student to make
the most of every opportunity. Some of your most memorable moments will happen beyond the
classroom.

Throughout the year, you will continue to embody our Be A GEM values of Care, Always
Learning, Excellence and One Team. These values shape everythingweé do and will help you
develop into a confident, respectful and compassionate youngperson who is ready for the next
stage of your educational journey.

This guide will provide an overview of everythingyou will study throughout Year 9, but it
represents much more than a curriculum. It is-about developing the knowledge, skills and
character that will prepare you for your GESE and BTEC pathways, while continuing to discover

Kind regards,

Ms Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 8




STUDENT LEADERSHIP AT MTW

Student Leadership is embedded in all aspects of MTW life, with many opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills across a wide range of roles. We believe it builds confidence,
resilience, and responsibility, empowering students to make a positive impact within and beyond
our school. Our programme encourages students to be creative thinkers, problem solvers, and
effective communicators, skills essential for lifelong learning. Leadership opportunities exist
across all phases, ensuring every student can take part, regardless of age or background. At
MTW, student leaders represent and contribute to key areas such as:

" STUDENT LEADERSHIP -
/ Lead Today, Tnspire Tomorrow \
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Step up. Be a leader. Be MTW.
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ACADEMIC &
PASTORAL
CONCERNS

At Metropole School, we value open
communication and always welcome
feedback from our parents. To ensure
that comments, concerns, or questions
are addressed quickly and effectively,
we kindly ask that they are directed to
the appropriate member of staff.
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ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

Academic Concerns: For any concerns regarding your child’s progress, your
first point of contact should be your child’s Form Teacher.

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an
academic matter, please contact your son/daughter’s Head of Year. We also
have a dedicated School Counsellor available to provide specialist support
for wellbeing Pastoral Support.

- PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

Dedicated leaders who care, support, (I_Q?Q%

and guide our students every step of the way.

Head of Year 7 Ms. Adele Baille

Head of Year 8 Ms. Regina Gavin

Head of Year 9 Ms. Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 10 Ms. Isobelle Daler-Finch

Head of Year 11 Mrs. Nazmin Abdullah

(> WE CARE. WE SUPPORT. WE LEAD TOGETHER. OO —




CURRICULUM

OVERVIEW

Over the following pages, you will discover what makes the GEMS Metropole School, Al
Waha curriculum unique and how it has been carefully designed to inspire, challenge
and prepare every student for future success.

Whether you are a parent supporting your child through their educational journey or a
student eager to explore the opportunities ahead, this guide provides an overview of
our curriculum, the subjects available, curriculum pathways and indicative course
content.

It is designed to help you understand what students will learn, how they will be

assessed and the exciting opportunities each subject can offer, enabling you to make
informed decisions and get the very most from your time at MTW.




English

How will students reading and writing skills be assessed?

A matrix of assessment is utilised in the subject to allow students to view their progress across the year. The
assessment objectives and grades have been mapped out inline with Pearson Edexcel English Language GCSE to
allow for a smooth transition into KS4.

Reading:

AO1 —read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives

AO2 — understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects.

AQO3 - explore links and conneclions between writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed
Writing:

AO4 = communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes and
audiences.

AOS — write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate
spelling. grammar and punctuation.




English ..

Course Overview
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Mathematics

Course Overview

Assessment

*Properties of Number
*Percentages

+Area and Volume
*Equations, Inequalities and
Formulae

*Fractions

*Rates

*Standard Form

*Maths and Money
«Straight Line Graphs
*Ratio and Proportion
*Constructions and
Congruence

«Similarity
*Algebraic Manipulation

*Pythagoras’ Theorem
*Non-linear Graphs
*Probability
*Transformations
*Simultaneous Equations
*Trigonometry




Science

Course Overview

* Preparing students for the IGCSE course through the study of transition
topics in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.

= Developing more advanced scientific and practical skills to prepare for
IGCSEs.

= Usingthe scientific method to develop inquiry and investigation skills.

* Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our

environmental impact.

* Nurturing leadership through projects, presentations, and student-led work.




Curriculum

Ark Curriculum Plus (Science Mastery)

Assessment

Every half term there will be a cumulative assessment to prepare
students to recall with ease.

Assessment will be followed by a feedforward lesson to address
misunderstanding and misconceptions. There is ongoing formative

assessment throughout lessons and assessed tasks.




COURSE OVERVIEW
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Physical Education

Course Overview

Throughout the year all students will rotate through the following Sports

Football, Netball, Cricket, Athletics, Swimming, Basketball, Fitness and the body/Strength
and Conditioning, Striking and Fielding, Badminton, Handball, Gymnastics, Table Tennis.

Assessment Formative practical assessment will take place throughout each unit of sport being studied.




Agdh) Byddl 2

Lok algaf) .3
b ealiay
Syl 4
Akl
gl Bgall 5
e ]

Llailly Liggh .6
Bpealaall

Godll Al Ay s
Assessment s




ISLAMIC STUDIES B

Course Overview

1. Divine
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Students will be assessed twice each term. They undergo short tests mid-termterm, and at the end
of the semester, they will take an exam in Islamic Education covering the six course to
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ARABIC A

Course Overview
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ARABIC A

Course Overview
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ARABIC B
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Geography

Term

Course Overview
(summary of topics covered in Geography)

1: Globalisation: Behind
the Brand

2: Wild Weather and
Climate Change

3: Changing Cities:
Challenges and
Opportunities

Concept

Globalisation and
Sustainability

Climate and Hazards

Development, Migration and
Population, Sustainability

Content

- Transnational
Corporations
Fast Fashion

Tourism
Sustainable Fast
Fashion
Sustainable Tourism

= [Introduction to Weather
and Climate
Global Atmospheric

Circulation

- Tropical Storms

(Hurricanes, Cyclones

and Typhoons)
- Climate Change

Urbanisation
- Megacities
- Opportunities of rapid
urban growth
- Challenges of rapid urban
growth
Sustainable cities

Skills

(Map, graph and
numarical)

- ldentifying OS map symbols, Atlas, scale and distance, direction, 4 and & figure grid
references, height and relief, using a key/legend, reading a bar chart, pie chart, line
graph, choroplath map, describing distribution, calculating mean, mode, rang and

median.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on their geographical knowledge, skills and understanding each
term by completing a 25-mark curriculum checkpaoint




Course Overview

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Content

The Great War:
Causes, Courage,
and Consequences

This unit explores

the causes, experiences,
and consequences of the
First World War, from its
political origins and global
scope to life on the frontlines
and the home front.

Students examine

how propaganda,
technology, empire
contributions, and peace
settlements shaped both the
twar itself and its lasting
impact.

Total War: How
WWII Changed the World

This unit examines the
global scale of the Second
World War, from the rise
of dictatorships and

the outbreak of conflict

to decisive battles

across Europe, Africa, and
lAsia.

Students will explore

the experiences of soldiers
and civilians, the

shifting alliances, and the
war's devastating
conclusion that reshaped
the modern world.

From Empire to Equality: The
20th Century Struggle

This unit explores the global fight
for freedom and equality in the
20th century, beginning with the
decline of European empires and
independence movements in
India, Africa, and the Guif.

Students then examines the
Civil Rights Movement in the
USA, resistance to apartheid
in South Africa, and the rise
of women's nghts

campaigns, showing how
struggles against oppression
reshaped societies worldwide.

Assessment

Students will complete a variety of assessments throughout the year, including
project work, multiple choice knowledge quizzes and extended writing.




French

Course Overview - FRENCH
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Content

Assessment

Term 1

Using present tense with
regular verbs and
irregular verbs

Agreeing and
disagreeing

Talking about Tv shows
and films

Using the simple future
tense

Talking about your future
holidays and activities

Talking about special
occasions and
describing family events

Term 2

Talking about advantages
and disadvantages of
technology

Adjectival agreement
Creating a film review
Using the imperfect tense

Describing events from
the past

Talking about what you
used to do and how you
were when you were
younger

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Combining four tenses

Talking about regions and
countries

Talking about advantages
and disadvantages of your
region

Talking about friends and
family relationships

Wiriting a profile of a
music star

Talking about role models



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
(MFL) -FRENCH & SPANISH

Course Overview - SPANISH

b h. e A
(subject to ge dep g on work covered)

Term 1 Term 2

Greetings and Likes and dislikes Mi Casa
introduction Present tense regular Future tense

Numbers and irregular verbs. Holidays
Feelings and Hobbies and Plan a trip abroad
emotions. interests. Role plays about

The verb estar Preferential verbs going out in Dubai
Regular present A day at the beach
tense verbs.

Revision

Content

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar
Assessment

Role plays, Scrap book assignments.




ICT

Course Overview

Introduction to Digital Data and Information Introduction to Networks and the
Literacy Internet
Spreadsheets and Data Analysis
Computational Thinking and Python Programming
Problem Solving

Digital literacy Problem solving Creativity
Digital citizenship Programming concepts Design

File Management De-bugging Networking
Recall Logical thinking Planning
Critical thinking Resilience Collaboration

A MCQ testing understanding of topic
ssessment Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills
Y g Y
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Course Overview

Entrepreneurial Skills and Business Planning Managing and Growing a
Mindsets Business

Product Development and
Idea Generating & Prototyping Growth Strategies and Scaling
Opportunity Recognition

Self-Reflection and Problem solving Brainstorming

Improvement Researching Entrepreneurial Mindset
Key Skills llll":.‘ T'.-1Hr1:-1:..;|+r||'lt-.~|:l ( '. ' ati Poster f:tla on

Presentation skills 3 arget Market

Collaboration Netwarking USP

Critical Thinking Presentation Skills

MCQ testing understanding of topic
Assessment Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills
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Art and Design

Course Overview

Year 9 students will build on their experience and knowledge they have gained in Year 8 and will
progress to more in-depth projects. They will exploree new materials and subjects as well as
developing their drawing skills. Students will advance their skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and
linking their work to the work of others. Projects are designed to fit more closely with the GCSE
requirements to promote a smoother transition from KS3 to KS4.

Drawing Skills & Effective Painting & Photography: Printmaking:
InT




Course Overview: Music

Content Overview
Introduction to Sengwriting
ents will &

Content

Assessment




Content

Assessment

Course Overview: Drama

Theatre Practitioners
Students will develop their knowledge on Stanislavski. They will focus on
his naturalistic style of performances.

Theatre Practitioners
Students will develop their knowledge on Brecht. They will focus on his work with
breaking the fourth wall and Epic theatre

Shakespeare
Students will learn about Romeo and Juliet. They will explore different themes
such as conflict and relationships through the use of script.

Monologue and Duologies
Students will develop their knowledge and creative writing skills whilst focusing on
skills needed when performing monologues and duclogues.

Plays
Students will learn the play and will explore the themes and characters through the
script.

Devising Project
Students will work on creating their own performances using pictures as a stimulus.

Practical Perfformances — video or audio recording taken when appropriate
Written and/or verbal feedback - to show students how to improve their work
DIRT feedback lessons to for reflection
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Course Overview

Health & Safety and Workshop Introduction
Students will be introduced to the subject, the correct Health & Safety rules and the
equipment of the workshop

Project Planning
Students will learn of their project, and will have an opportunity to plan their design

‘Make a night light' project

Students will begin working on their 'Night Light', which will see them combining
wood-work with soldering! They will also have the opportunity to add 3D-printed
features to their design. They will have up to 3 lessons to complete this.

Content Project evaluation
Students will take a lesson to peer-assess and self-assess their projects. They will
reflect on the strengths and weaknesses. This will contribute to their assessment

Project feedback
Students will receive DIRT structured feedback on their project, allowing them to
reflect on their progress over the rotation.

Formative Assessment

Students will be texted on the theory knowledge that they've gained during their
practical time.

Summ ative: Project-based: Students will work towards a final product, which will be
P oaon assess_ed on quality, use of skills and walu_ar.iun.
Formative: Thaory-basad exam style questions.
DIRT feedback to be utilised in lesson.
T
N\




Course Overview

Food Technology Year 9

Food provenance (seasonality, sustainability, food miles).
Ethical and environmental issues (Fairtrade, animal welfare).
Food safety in practice.

Recap of healthy eating and nutrition.

Coating and breadcrumbing.
Shaping and rolling.
Key Skills Whisking and incorporating air.
Managing several components independently.

A multiple-choice quiz on provenance, sustainability, and nutrition.
Assessment A practical assessment where students prepare a more complex dish with limited
teacher guidance.




ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION

Wellbeing

Wellbeing is at the heart of education at Metropole. Supporting mental, emotional, and
physical health helps students shine brighter in their learning and everyday lives. We
encourage all learners to 'Be a GEM' and nurture wellbeing through:

Mental Health Education: Embedding awareness of mental health, resilience, and
emotional intelligence across lessons enables students to recognise and manage their
feelings. Mindfulness activities, relaxation strategies, and guided breathing support
them in developing practical ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

Counseling Services: Providing access to our school counselors allows students to
seek help and guidance when needed.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where
students feel safe, valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: A safe, inclusive culture where students feel valued,
respected, and part of “One Team” ensures they can thrive. Our “Be a GEM” values of
Care, Always Learning, Excellence, and One Team underpin every aspect of this
supportive environment



ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION continued
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PREPARING FOR GCSEs

Year 9 is an important time as students begin to prepare for their GCSE journey, which
spans across Years 10 and 11. It is essential that our Year 9s approach this year with a
mature attitude, taking their studies seriously and committing to their academic
growth.

Although GCSEs do not officially start until Year 10, this year will be about students
considering the option subjects they will take, and on the next page, you will be able to
see the options-process timeline as we prepare our students and support them
through this transition.

For parents and students who are unfamiliar with the GCSE/BTEC system, the
information below should help explain what GCSEs are and how they are graded.
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PREPARING FOR GCSEs

The timeline below gives students and parents an idea of the events throughout Year 9
to prepare students for the GCSE option-subject process. We believe that this should
be a well thought-out, reflective exercise where students consider their future
carefully. We do not permit subject changes in Year 10 once the course begins, unless
there are exceptional circumstances. This means it is vital students make the right
decisions this academic year.

As you can see from the below, there are various events and activities taking place
throughout Terms 1 and 2. More information will be shared about this, and you can refer
to the school calendar for details about the Options Evening, which we encourage all
Year 9 students and parents to attend.

For our students with special educational needs, more information will be sent to you

from our Head of Inclusion regarding our alternative pathways, which includes the
ASDAN programme.

Mid October

End October

Mid November

End November

End November
Start December

Throughout January

End of February Confirmation of Options letters sent to parents




PREPARING FOR GCSEs

Optional Subjects

Students are required to select three additional courses ensuring that they meet the
entry requirements. They should select one subject from each option column once they
are released to students later in Year 9. We will strive to meet the requests of students
however there are limited spaces in each subject and option subjects will only run if
there is sufficient uptake. The option subjects we are likely to be offering:

« Art, Craft and Design «ICT

- Design & Technology - Media Studies

« Business Studies « Physical Education

- Drama - Sociology

« Economics « Psychology

« Food & Nutrition « iIBTEC L2 Construction
- Geography « iIBTEC L2 Engineering
- History - IBTEC L2 Sport

In choosing a subject at GCSE students should think carefully about the following
points:

@® What subjects do youenjoy?

@ What subjects are you goodat?

@ Have | selected a broad range of subjects?

@ Which subjects are important for my chosen career path?

@ How do | prefer to be assessed? (BTECstudents will be assessed continuously with
no final examinations)

Year 10 and 11 students will be expected to take full responsibility for their choices and
learning. Throughout the two-year courses there will be great demands and
expectations placed on students. To reach success, students have to be disciplined
and committed to their courses. Submission deadlines will have to be met, or
qualifications will be at risk.

Our exam board providers are:




THE BTEC PATHWAY

BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council)

Parents and students will be able to gather much more information about our BTEC
offering during enrichment classes, option evenings and the marketplace activity. For
now, the information summarized below should be sufficient in giving parents/students
an insight into the BTEC pathway and the subjects we intend to offer (subject to student
numbers) as part of the Level 2 programme.

BTECs are high-quality, career-focused qualifications grounded in the real world of
work. This means BTEC learners develop and apply the knowledge, skills and
behaviours that employers and universities are looking for.

The BTEC qualification represents a vocational alternative to A-Levels, IB, and GCSEs.
They can be studied alongside other GCSE and A-Level subjects. Currently BTEC
qualifications are offered by the Pearson Edexcel Exam Board. BTEC qualifications can
be studied as double awards (equivalent to 2 A Levels) or triple awards (equivalent to 3
A Levels).

BTEC grades are split into three and may be awarded in any combination of 'Starred
Distinction, Distinction, Merit and Pass'. A top performing student would receive three
Starred Distinction grades. Other students may receive award combinations such as
Merit, Merit, Pass.

Four our Year 10 and 11 students, if they decide to study a BTEC subject, this will be one
of their three options. Each option takes three hours of the timetable per week,
meaning they would be studying their chosen BTEC for a maximum three hours a week.

The L2 BTEC subjects we will be offering students (subject to student numbers) are:
« Construction

- Engineering
- Sport




	Year 9
	Dear Parents and Students,
	It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 9 Curriculum Guide. Year 9 is an exciting and significant stage of the secondary journey. Students have now established themselves within our school community and are ready to embrace greater independence, increased academic challenge and new opportunities for personal growth. It is also a pivotal year, as students begin preparing for the important curriculum choices they will make as they move into Key Stage 4.
	At GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha, we believe that an outstanding education extends far beyond academic achievement. Whilst excellence in learning remains at the heart of everything we do, we are equally committed to developing confident, resilient and compassionate young people who possess the character, curiosity and entrepreneurial mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.
	Our Year 9 curriculum has been carefully designed to deepen students' knowledge, strengthen their understanding across all subject areas and prepare them for the next stage of their education. Alongside a broad and balanced curriculum, students continue to develop essential life skills through leadership opportunities, enrichment activities, entrepreneurship, sustainability and our comprehensive pastoral programme.
	For our returning students, Year 9 is an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in Years 7 and 8, challenging yourselves to aim even higher. For those joining MTW for the first time, I extend a very warm welcome. You are becoming part of a caring, ambitious and inclusive community where every student is supported to succeed and encouraged to make the most of every opportunity.
	Learning at MTW is enriched through innovation, technology and meaningful connections with the wider community. We want our students to become curious learners, creative thinkers and responsible citizens who are equipped with the confidence to solve problems, embrace challenges and make a positive contribution to the world around them.
	This guide provides an overview of the Year 9 curriculum, outlining what students will study across each subject and how learning is assessed throughout the year. It also highlights the important role Year 9 plays in preparing students for their Key Stage 4 pathways. I encourage you to read it together as a family and to work closely with our teaching and pastoral teams. Together, we will ensure every student is safe, happy and able to achieve.
	The year ahead promises new challenges, exciting opportunities and important decisions. I look forward to working in partnership with you as we help every student grow in confidence, fulfil their potential and prepare for a successful future.
	Kind regards,
	Peter Stoddart Head of Secondary
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	English
	English
	continued
	Course Overview

	Mathematics
	In Year 9, students follow the UK National Curriculum for England. Students will learn a variety of topics that lay the foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year 9 Mathematics they continue the focus on Mastery, each topic is studied for a longer period of time so students can explore in greater depth and truly master their numeracy skills.
	To supplement this work, students will also work on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday situations and work on student’s problem solving skills.
	Course Overview

	Science
	Course Overview
	▪ Preparing students for the IGCSE course through the study of transition topics in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.
	▪ Developing more advanced scientific and practical skills to prepare for IGCSEs.
	▪ Usingthe scientific method to develop inquiry and investigation skills.
	▪ Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our environmental impact.
	▪ Nurturing leadership through projects, presentations, and student-led work.


	COURSE OVERVIEW
	Physical Education
	Students in Year 9 will continue experiencing a broad and creative curriculum that has been thoroughly mapped so experiences and prior learning can continue to be built and further developed. All teaching staff to empower students to lead a healthy, active lifestyle, providing opportunities for all to compete in sport and other activities, in turn building character including values such as fairness and respect.
	Basic GCSE Physical Education concepts and theories will also be addressed throughout the various units of work allowing students to develop the knowledge and skills to be physically active and healthy in later life. Our curriculum will promote a love of physical activity and the confidence to participate. In addition, students will be able to evaluate their own health and fitness levels using data effectively and implement effective programs to further enhance their ability levels.
	In line with the GEMS Metropole Prep Schoolvision, Physical Education and Sport is embeddingstudentleadership within the curriculum. This will help students to develop their skills and qualities associated with leadership such as communication, confidence and organisation.
	Course Overview

	ISLAMIC STUDIES A
	Course Overview

	ISLAMIC STUDIES B
	In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum and the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework, aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National Curriculum of the United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each addressing topics that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These themes are as follows:  1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith).  2. Islamic Beliefs  3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives.  4. Islamic Values and Manners.  5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters.  6. Identity and Contemporary Issues.  The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic values that reflect the true essence of Islam as embraced by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and concepts.
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	ARABIC B
	In Year 9, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different levels to meet the student’s needs. The curriculum focuses on real life activities or situations or public figures, students will learn and apply their learning developing their language skills  ( reading, writing, listening, speaking ) through literature, observations, and collaborative discussions. They will demonstrate new ways to build strong base in asking and answering questions about key details intexts and reading aloud. Students will present their work or presentations orally or through other media. In addition, students learned how to write different types of texts ( articles, informative essays, description essays,  journals, persuasive essays ) applying new grammar concepts.
	Course Overview

	Geography
	The Humanities subject of Geography, is taught for 1 lesson per week. Students will study an array of Physical,  Human and Environmental Geography. A wide range of skills will be applied in delivering the curriculum and  different pedagogical styles will be applied to allow all students to access the curriculum. Aims of the curriculum  are to develop students’ knowledge and understanding about the planet we all live on;  to provide students with the skills to illustrate, research and refine their understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded understanding of key geographical concepts; and to enable students to reach conclusions and begin to question the world around them.
	Course Overview
	(summary of topics covered in Geography)


	History
	In Year 9, students trace how the modern world was shaped by war, empire, and struggles for rights. They begin with the First World War, examining its long and short-term causes, trench life, new technologies, global contributions from the Empire and Gulf, and the war’s impact before considering the Armistice and Treaty of Versailles. They then move on to the Second World War, exploring the rise of dictatorships, key battles in Europe, North Africa, and Asia, as well as life on the home front, before studying how the conflict ended. Finally, students investigate the post-war world, focusing on the decline of empires, independence movements in India, Africa, and the Gulf, and major civil rights struggles in the USA and South Africa, alongside women’s rights campaigns in Britain and America. Together, these studies help students understand the causes and consequences of global conflict, the end of empire, and the fight for equality and justice in the modern world.
	Course Overview

	French
	In Year 9, students study French, as a continuation of their Year 7, 8 and Primary School learning (if they have been at MTW previously).  Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad range of topics. This varied approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the various course elements, and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified areas for improvement allowing for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to analyse, to take risks, and to question language. It is these teaching methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our students.  In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work, and to become the international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in the target language, and our students are encouraged from the start to reply in the target language.
	Course Overview - FRENCH

	MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) –FRENCH & SPANISH
	Course Overview - SPANISH

	ICT
	( Information and Communication Technology)
	The Year 9 Computer Science and ICT curriculum provides students with a comprehensive foundation in essential computing concepts and practical skills. Beginning with macOS navigation and digital literacy, students learn crucial skills for safe and effective computer use. They progress to computational thinking and problem-solving, where they develop skills in logical reasoning and algorithm development. Students then explore data management through databases and spreadsheets, gaining proficiency in organizing, manipulating, and analyzing data. They also learn networking basics and internet fundamentals, understanding network types, internet infrastructure, and security principles. Finally, students engage in Python programming, mastering programming fundamentals and applying their skills in a culminating project. This curriculum equips students with essential knowledge and skills in computing, preparing them for further studies and future technological challenges.
	Course Overview


	Entrepreneurship
	In Year 9 Entrepreneurship the curriculum guides students through foundational aspects of entrepreneurship, starting with the development of critical skills and mindsets essential for success in business ventures.  Emphasizing creativity, problem-solving, and effective communication, students learn to identify market opportunities and formulate viable business ideas. They refine their ability to pitch these concepts, preparing them to navigate the initial stages of entrepreneurial endeavors with confidence.  Moving into practical application, the curriculum shifts towards planning and launching a business. Students engage in writing detailed business plans that encompass market analysis, strategic marketing, financial planning, and legal considerations. They also delve into the process of product development, from conceptualization to prototyping and production, equipping them with the practical skills needed to execute their entrepreneurial visions effectively. This holistic approach ensures students not only understand the foundational principles of entrepreneurship but also gain hands-on experience in strategizing, planning, and managing business operations from inception through to growth.
	Course Overview

	Art and Design
	Our aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are:  • Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through diverse materials like graphite, pastels, watercolour, acrylics, clay, and digital tools.  • Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using different materials and techniques, enhancing understanding of media choices.  • Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in industries like graphic design, fashion, architecture, and advertising, through real-world projects.  • Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of design, and printmaking.  • Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by experimenting with materials that reflect individual experiences and ideas.
	Course Overview
	Year 9 students will build on their experience and knowledge they have gained in Year 8 and will progress to more in-depth projects. They will exploree new materials and subjects as well as developing their drawing skills. Students will advance their skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and linking their work to the work of others. Projects are designed to fit more closely with the GCSE requirements to promote a smoother transition from KS3 to KS4.


	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Music

	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Drama

	Design and Technology
	Course Overview

	Food Technology
	By Year 9, students are ready to think more deeply about the food they eat and where it comes from. Lessons explore food provenance, including seasonality, sustainability, and food miles, as well as ethical topics such as Fair trade and animal welfare. Students also revisit food safety in greater depth, learning how to handle and store food responsibly. Practical work is more challenging, with students refining higher-level skills such as coating, whisking, and managing multiple elements of a dish at the same time. The aim is to prepare them for independence in the kitchen and to help them make thoughtful, responsible choices about food in their daily lives.
	Course Overview

	ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION
	Wellbeing

	ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION
	continued
	Core Intervention

	ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION
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	Core Intervention

	PREPARING FOR GCSEs
	Year 9 is an important time as students begin to prepare for their GCSE journey, which spans across Years 10 and 11. It is essential that our Year 9s approach this year with a mature attitude, taking their studies seriously and committing to their academic growth.
	Although GCSEs do not officially start until Year 10, this year will be about students considering the option subjects they will take, and on the next page, you will be able to see the options-process timeline as we prepare our students and support them through this transition.
	For parents and students who are unfamiliar with the GCSE/BTEC system, the information below should help explain what GCSEs are and how they are graded.
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	THE BTEC PATHWAY
	BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council)


