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Dear Parents and Students,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 8 Curriculum Guide.
Whether you are returning to GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha for
another exciting year or joining our community for the first time, | am
delighted to welcome you to Year 8. For our returning students, this is
an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in Year
7, embracing greater independence, responsibility and challenge. For
those new to MTW, we look forward to helping you settle quickly and
become an integral part of our vibrant school community.

At GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha, we believe that an outstanding education extends far beyond
academic achievement. Whilst excellence in learning remains at the heart of everything we do, we
are equally committed to developing confident, resilient and compassionate young people who
possess the character, curiosity and entrepreneurial mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing
world.

Our Year 8 curriculum has been carefully designed to build on prior learning while providing
increasing depth, challenge and opportunities for personal growth. Students continue to study a
broad and balanced range of subjects, strengthening their literacy, numeracy, scientific thinking,
creativity, digital innovation and understanding of the wider world. Alongside academic success, our
pastoral programme, leadership opportunities and enrichment activities ensure every student
continues to grow in confidence, resilience and character.

Learning at MTW is enriched through innovation, technology, sustainability, entrepreneurship and
meaningful connections with the wider community. We encourage students to think critieatty,
collaborate effectively and become responsible global citizens who are prepared+to embrace future
opportunities with confidence and ambition.

This guide provides an overview of the Year 8 curriculum, ottlining what students will study across
each subject and how learning is assessed throughelt the year. | encourage you to explore it
together as a family and to work closely with-our teaching and pastoral teams, who remain
committed to ensuring every student feels safe; happy and able to achieve.

Year 8-is-an exciting year of consolidation, discovery and preparation for the opportunities that lie
ahead. | look forward to working in partnership with you as we continue to support every student to

flourish, achieve their full potentiat’and enjoy a rewarding secondary school experience.

Kind regards,

Peter Stoddart
Head of Seconda
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 8

DeaDear Parents and Students,
Welcome to Year 8!

It gives me great pleasure to welcome both our returning
students and those who are joining the MTW family for the first
time. Having had the privilege of being Head of Year 7 last year, |
am especially excited to continue this journey with many familiar
faces while also welcoming the newest members of our Year 8
community.

REGINA GAVIN
HEAD OF YEAR 8

Year 8 is an exciting year where students continue to build on the strong foundations
established in Year 7. With greater confidence comes greater independence, and students
are encouraged to challenge themselves both inside and outside the classroom. This is a year
to deepen friendships, embrace new opportunities and continue developing the knowledge,
skills and character that will prepare them for the years ahead.

For our new students, | know that joining a new school can feel both exciting and a little
overwhelming. Please be assured that you will be warmly welcomed into our community. Our
staff and students are incredibly supportive, and we will do everything we can to help you
settle quickly and feel part of the MTW family from day one.

As Head of Year, my priority is to ensure that every student feels safe, happy and able to
achieve. Whether celebrating successes, overcoming challenges or simply providing
encouragement along the way, | am committed to supporting every child to become-the very
best version of themselves.

Throughout the year, there will be countless opportunities to-gét involved in clubs,
competitions, leadership roles, House events and enrichment activities, all while living our Be
A GEM values of Care, Always Learning, Excellence-and One Team.

This curriculum guide will give you an overview of the exciting learning experiences that Year
8 has to offer. | encourage you to explore’it together as a family and to work closely with us

grow with confidence and enjoys gSuccessful and rewarding year.

| look forward to anotherfantastic year together and can't wait to see everything our Year 8
students will achieve.

Kind regards,

Ms Regina Gavin
Head of Year 8




STUDENT LEADERSHIP AT MTW

Student Leadership is embedded in all aspects of MTW life, with many opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills across a wide range of roles. We believe it builds confidence,
resilience, and responsibility, empowering students to make a positive impact within and beyond
our school. Our programme encourages students to be creative thinkers, problem solvers, and
effective communicators, skills essential for lifelong learning. Leadership opportunities exist
across all phases, ensuring every student can take part, regardless of age or background. At
MTW, student leaders represent and contribute to key areas such as:

" STUDENT LEADERSHIP -
/ Lead Today, Tnspire Tomorrow \

ﬁ' Our student leadership roles empower you to make a ﬁ

difference, build ski and inspire others every day.

Step up. Be a leader. Be MTW.

STUDENT

COUNCIL
Represent your peers, share

ideas, and help shape school
desisiang.

STUDENT

AMBASSADOR

LEARNING
AMBASSADOR

NATIONAL
IDENTITY HERO
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ECO LEADER

Chamgpion sustainability

WELCOME
COMMITTEE

nd friendly
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COMMUNICATION
COMMITTEE

FAMILY FIRST
AMBASSADOR

Ingpire alove of reading and
encourage others & :
i cheanitunes

HOUSE
CAPTAIN

Lead your House with pride,

WELLBEING
COMMITTEE

TOGETHER, WE LEAD.
TOGETHER, WE SUCCEED.
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ACADEMIC &
PASTORAL
CONCERNS

At Metropole School, we value open
communication and always welcome
feedback from our parents. To ensure
that comments, concerns, or questions
are addressed quickly and effectively,
we kindly ask that they are directed to
the appropriate member of staff.

ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

Academic Concerns: For any concerns regarding your child’s progress, your
first point of contact should be your child’s Form Teacher.

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an
academic matter, please contact your son/daughter’s Head of Year. We also
have a dedicated School Counsellor available to provide specialist support
for wellbeing Pastoral Support.

PASTORAI. I.EAIJERSHIP

and gurde our students every step of thn way.

Head of Year 7 Ms. Adele Baille

Head of Year 8 Ms. Regina Gavin

Head of Year 9 Ms. Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 10 Ms. Isobelle Daler-Finch

Head of Year 11 Mrs. Nazmin Abdullah

0 WECARE. WE SUPPORT. WE LEAD TOGETHER. < -




CURRICULUM

OVERVIEW

Over the following pages, you will discover what makes the GEMS Metropole School, Al
Waha curriculum unique and how it has been carefully designed to inspire, challenge
and prepare every student for future success.

Whether you are a parent supporting your child through their educational journey or a
student eager to explore the opportunities ahead, this guide provides an overview of
our curriculum, the subjects available, curriculum pathways and indicative course
content.

It is designed to help you understand what students will learn, how they will be
assessed and the exciting opportunities each subject can offer, enabling you to make
informed decisions and get the very most from your time at MTW.




English

How will students reading and writing skills be assessed?

A matrix of assessment is utilised in the subject to allow students to view their progress across the year. The
assessment objectives and grades have been mapped out inline with Pearson Edexcel English Language GCSE to
allow for a smooth transition into KS4.

rc.'ad and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting informaticn, ideas and perspectives.
ADZ — understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices i ieve their aff
AO3 - explore links and connections between writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed
Writing:

AD4 - communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes and
audiences

ADS — write cle f, Using a range of v lary and sentence structures, with appropriate
spelling, grammar and punctuation

N\




COURSE
OVERVIEW

Content

Assessment
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Mathematics

In Year 8, students follow the UK National Curriculum for England. Students will learn a variety
of topics that lay the foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year8 Mathematics there is a
focus on Mastery, each topic is studied for a longer period of time so students can explore in
greater depth and truly master their numeracy skills. To supplement this work, students will
also work on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday situations and work
on student’s problem solving skills.

COURSE OVERVIEW

lurme and

Multiply and Div

Symmeltry &

Assassment



Science

COURSE
OVERVIEW

» Developing mastery of real-world concepts in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

» Building on foundational scientific skills including the use of scientific
equipment and health and safety in the lab

» Usingthe scientific method to develop enquiry and investigation skills

» Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our
environmental impact

» Nurturing leadership through project, presentation and student-led work.



Curriculum

Ark Curriculum Plus (Science Mastery)

Assessment

Every half term there will be a cumulative assessment to prepare
students to recall with ease.

Assessment will be followed by a feedforward lesson to address
misunderstanding and misconceptions. There is ongoing formative

assessment throughout lessons and assessed tasks.



http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/%E2%80%A2https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_science
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/%E2%80%A2https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_science

COURSE OVERVIEW

Content

Assessment

N
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Tissues and organs

Desecribe how cells group
together to form tissues and
organs.

Explain the functions of major
organs in the human body.
Analyse how organ systems
work together to keep
organisms alive

Acids and alkalis

Identify common acids,
alkalis, and indicators.
Explain the pH scale and
what it shows aboul strength.
Apply neutralisation reactions
to everyday examples.

Movement and pressure

-

Describe how forces cause
movement and deformation
Explain how pressure works
in solids, liquids, and gases.
Calculate pressure in
different situations and
predict effects.

Respiration and
photosynthesis

Compare respiration and
photosynthesis as chemical
processes.

Explain how respiration
releases energy for cells.
Describe how photosynthesis
produces glucose and
axygen in plants

Written assessment every half
term

Changing substances

Describe physical and
chemical changes in
substances.

Explain how to identify
evidence of chemical
reactions.

Compare reversible and
irreversible changes.

Magnetism

Idenlify magnetic materials
and describe magnetic fields.
Explain how magnels interact
with each other and with
materials

Apply the concept of
electromagnets to real-life
uses.

Life diversity

Classify living organisms into
groups based on
characteristics.

Explain how adaptations
support survival in different
habitats.

Ewvaluate the importance of
biodiversity in ecasystems

Earth systems

Describe the structure of the
Earth and its main layers.
Explain key processes such
as the rock cycle and plate
tectonics.

Analyse how Earlh systems
interact lo shape the planet

Written assessment every half
term

Electric circuits

Identify eircuil components
and describe their roles.
Construct and interpret
circuit diagrams using
symbaols,

Explain how current,
voltage, and resistance
interact

MNutrition

Describe the main food
groups and their funclions.
Explain the importance of a
balanced diet for health.
Analyse the effects of
deficiendes and excesses
in diet

Light

Describe how light travels
and explain reflection and
refraclion.

Investigate how lenses and
prisms change light rays.
Explain how the eye detecls
light and allows vision.

Revision for end of year
assessment and project-
based learning

End of year assessment




ISLAMIC STUDIES A

Course Overview
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ISLAMIC STUDIES B

1. Diving
Revelation
{Quran & ¥ ! a1 b 1, M mariz
Hadith). N, 8 ecitation
2. Islamic
Beliets

3. Islamic
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ed twice each term. They will undergo short tests mid-termterm, and at the end of

Assessment 1 5 5 A 3
the semester, they will take an exam in Islamic Education covering the six course topics.

Students will be assess
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ARABIC A

Course Overview

Plaall) Fad (o stes ai) Jlad

Term 1
Content




ARABIC A

Course Overview
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ARABIC A

Course Overview
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ARABIC B

Contant

Term 1A

Unit: Tolerance and
Coaxistence
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- tolerance

= my strange friend

Grammar:
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Writing Skills:
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]
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ite

about the value of
tolerance in owr life
and how & reflects in
the socily

= students will v =]
Aboul CoOeXSIence in
UAE, how it make all
of us living in great
community.

Course Overview
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Grammar;
= exclamation style
* pronouns
= connection
= present, past,
future tenses
= negative

Writing Skills:
= Rewrite a biography
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Writing a text about
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Write a para
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= emvironment
protection
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LU E L The students will be assessed at the end of each unit, and will have an end of term Assassment.

N\

Unit: Proud of my Unit: Adver

rm 38

ng
and Economics
= advaris ng

= food and drinks
= clothing

Grammar:

Writing Skills:

= Designing a
specific ad in a
way that leads
peaple to read
and pay
attention to it

about dist far
haalth

= Compare
clothes
17y YOUrF Cos
and [
Emirates

= Describe the
appropriate
work clothes
from your
point of view
l_\:-;pla:nlm_j th
reason for
your selaction




History

Course Overview

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

The Islamic Golden Age: A
(World of Knowledge and
Innovation

This unit explores

he achievements and legacy

of the Islamic Golden Age,

a period of remarkable progress
between the 8th and 13th
centuries.

Students will

investigate advances in
medicine, mathematics,
astronomy, art, and architecture,
as well as the importance of
trade, culture, and

learning centres such as
Baghdad and Cordoba. They
will uncover how ideas
spread, knowledge flourished,
and innovations shaped

both the world.

An Empire on Which the Sun
Never Set

This unit examines the

rise, expansion, and

global influence of the

British Empire, exploring how
it shaped both Britain and

its colonies. Students will
study trade networks, and
the human cost of empire
through slavery, resistance,
and rebellion.

They will also investigate
the impact of e mpire on

Britain's wealth and

industry, experiences of colonial
life across regions such as

India and the Gulf, and

debates over how the Empire
should be remembered today.

From Steam to Cities:
The Age of Industry

This unit investigates

the Industrial Revolution

and its effects on Britain and
the wider world. Students
will explore key inventions
and innovations in industry
and transport, the rapid
growth of cities, and the
challenges of factory life and
public health.

Through case studies

such as Manchester and the
work of reformers, they

will examine

how industrialisation
transformed society,

trade, and migration, leaving
a legacy that continues

to shape the modern world.

Assessment

multi

Students will complete a variety of assessments throughout the year, including project work,
le choice knowledge quizzes and extended writing.




Geography

Course Overview
(summary of topics covered in Geography)

Geography

Term 1: Our Restless Earth 2: Asia: 3: Our Frozen Planet
A Continent of Growth

Concept Matural Hazards (tectonic) Development and Pressure, Development,

Globalisation, Migration Landforms and Processes
and Population (Erosion, Transportation and

Deposition), Sustainability

Content - Plate Tectonic Theory
- Plate Margins - Locating Asia - Cold environments
- Earthquake effects, - Asia's human and physical characteristics
responses and physical geography - Global distribution of cold
measurement - Asia's Newly Emerging environments
- Case Study Examples Economies - Russia
- Tsunamis - Asia's rapid population - Glacial processes and
- Volcanic Eruptions growth landforms
China and India

Skills - Identifying OS map symbols, Atlas, scale and distance, direction, 4 and 6 figure grid
(Map, graph and references, height and relief, using a key/legend, reading a bar chart, pie chart, line
numerical) graph, choropleth map, describing distribution, calculating mean, mode, rang and
median.

Assessment Students will be assessed on their geographical knowiedge, skills and understanding each
term by completing a 25-mark curriculum checkpoint.
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Assessment

Course Overview - FRENCH

(subject to change depending on work covered)

Using present tense with
regular verbs

Expressing opinions

Talking about Tv shows
and films

Using the future tense

Talking about your future
holidays

Talking about clothes
and fashion

Describing your hobbies
and free time activities

Talking about friends,
personalities and
relationships

Adjectival agreement
Talking about music
Using the perfect tense

Saying what you did in
Paris

Talking about places in
town and what you did
last weekend

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Combining present, past
and future tenses

Using the imperative

Telling someone what to
do using the imperative

Writing a profile of a
music star

Talking about an
upcoming event

Creating invitations and
response
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE
(MFL) -FRENCH & SPANISH

Course Overview - SPANISH

ing on work covered)

g P

Content

Term 1
Greetings and
introduction
Numbers 30-100 ,
days of the week,

months of the year

Feelings and
emotions.

The verb estar
Regular present
lense verbs.
Revision of la familia
¥ mi casa.

Assessment

Term 2
Likes and dislikes
The verb ‘gustarse’.
Hobbies and
interests.
Food
Designing a healthy
menu in Spanish

Preferential verbs

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Role plays, Scrap book assignments.

Term 3
Future tense
Holidays
Comparison of Spain
and Dubai as holiday
destinations.
To ask and answer
questions about what
you like to do on
holidays
Aday at the beach
How to order an ice
cream at the beach




ICT

( Information and Communication Technology)

Course Overview

Content

Key Skills

MCQ t
Assessment
Pra
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Course Overview
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Art and Design

Course Overview

The emphasis on students’ experience of Art through Year 8 is to continue to building on their artistic
skills as well as gain new knowledge, understanding, skills and techniques inspired by the work of
artists. Through project work, students are given a wide experience of making art in a variety of media
that include pencils, soft and oil pastels, printmaking and clay sculpture.




Performing Arts

Course Overview: Music

In Year 8, students continue to develop their musical skills
through more challenging performance, composition, and
listening tasks. Building on the foundations from Year 7,
they explore genres such as the Blues, popular music, and
film music, while also developing greater fluency using
instruments such as keyboards, guitars, and percussion.
Students learn about chords, scales, and song structures, &
applying this knowledge creatively in group performances 45 =
and compositions. Music technology is also introduced to
support arranging and recording, allowing students to
experiment with sound in new ways. The curriculum
encourages independence, creativity, and collaboration,
preparing students for the increasing depth of study in
Year 9 and beyond.

Term 1;

otation through the Genre

Content

Film Music — with links to Program music:
Students will leam about the Genrer of Film r =] ffarant moods.

Term3

Guitar

Students ¢ their physical s
omous number of

Assessment




Performing Arts

Course Overview: Drama

In Year 8 Drama, students build on their performance ‘
skills with a focus on characterisation, creativity,
and analysis. They explore Roald Dahl’s stories,
develop physical theatre pieces, and engage with
Shakespeare’sMacbeth. Projects such as ‘Mini
Movies’ introduce film genres, while the study
ofMatildadevelops understanding of musical theatre
and theatre roles. Finally, devising through given
circumstances allows students to collaborate, think
creatively, and apply their drama skills in original
performances.

Roald Dahl
Students learn about characterisation. They then apply this to the different characters from
Roald Dahl.

Students learn about physical theatre and create their own piece.

Macbeth

Students learn about Shakespeare and explore the play Macbeth.
Content

Mini Movi

Students learn about genre's and create their own mini movies

Musical Theatre
Students learn about musical theatre through the play Matilda. They learn about the different

roles and responsibilities.

Given Circumstance

Students learn how to devise through a given circumstance. This develops their creative skills.

Assessment




Content

Assessment

Health & Safety and Warkshop Inn'oductlon
Studs vill be in je
equipment of the

Project Planning
Students will learn of their pro|

‘Chocolate Mould® project

d with creating a
th Vacuum

Students will re
reflect on their progress over the rotation.

Formative Assessment

Students will be texted on the theory knowledge that they've gained during their

practical time.

:d on quality, use of skills and Pvaluatlon
Formative: Theory-based exam style questions.
DIRT feedback to be utilised in lesson.




Food Technology

Course Overview

Mutrition and healthy eating.
Macronufrients: protein, carbohydrates, fat.
ntent e b :
Conte Micronutrients: vitamins and minerals.
Recap of kitchen safety

Building on Year 7 skills,
Shaping and forming ingredients.
Combining foods to create balanced dishes.
Making small adjustments to recipes for health.
A short multiple-choice quiz on nutrition.
Assessment A practical assessment where students design or adapt a simple dish to show their
nutritional knowledge in action.




ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

As a school we value the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle, and here at
Metropole we have in place a comprehensive extra-curricular program with a range of
enjoyable activities on offer for our students to choose from. Engagement in sport and
a wide range of squads that are led by teachers, PE staff and outside sports agencies
are very popular with students. Metropole is developing a reputation for competitive
sport and our students participate in a range of fixtures and competitions each year.

The Metropole Mavericks is our MTWs competitive PE squads. Mavericks Squads will
compete in the DASSA leagues against secondary schools across Dubai. The trials for
these squads will take place during the initial weeks of each term, offering students
the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and dedication. Selected participants will
then be invited to attendafter-school trainings before the competitions begin. For
secondary students, the Mavericks Squads are as follows; boys and girls football, girls
netball, cricket, boys and girls basketball and swimming.

For detailed information about the Metropole Mavericks squads, as well as ECAs
please visit the "PE and Mavericks" section on the parent portal to view the Mavericks
Brochure 25/26




ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION continued

Wellbeing

Wellbeing is at the heart of education at Metropole. Supporting mental, emotional, and
physical health helps students shine brighter in their learning and everyday lives. We
encourage all learners to 'Be a GEM' and nurture wellbeing through:

Mental Health Education: Embedding awareness of mental health, resilience, and
emotional intelligence across lessons enables students to recognise and manage their
feelings. Mindfulness activities, relaxation strategies, and guided breathing support
them in developing practical ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

Counseling Services: Providing access to our school counselors allows students to
seek help and guidance when needed.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where
students feel safe, valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise
helps students maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: A safe, inclusive culture where students feel valued,
respected, and part of “One Team” ensures they can thrive. Our “Be a GEM” values of
Care, Always Learning, Excellence, and One Team underpin every aspect of this
supportive environment




ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM
INFORMATION continued
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	It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our Year 8 Curriculum Guide. Whether you are returning to GEMS Metropole School, Al Waha for another exciting year or joining our community for the first time, I am delighted to welcome you to Year 8. For our returning students, this is an opportunity to build upon the strong foundations established in Year 7, embracing greater independence, responsibility and challenge. For those new to MTW, we look forward to helping you settle quickly and become an integral part of our vibrant school community.
	MEET THE SECONDARY TEAM
	WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 8
	REGINA GAVIN HEAD OF YEAR 8
	WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR

	STUDENT LEADERSHIP AT MTW
	ACADEMIC & PASTORAL CONCERNS
	ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

	CURRICULUM
	OVERVIEW
	year 8

	English
	COURSE  OVERVIEW
	Useful Websites:

	Science
	COURSE  OVERVIEW
	Developing mastery of real-world concepts in Biology, Chemistry and Physics
	Building on foundational scientific skills including the use of scientific equipment and health and safety in the lab
	Usingthe scientific method to develop enquiry and investigation skills
	Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our environmental impact
	Nurturing leadership through project, presentation and student-led work.


	COURSE OVERVIEW
	ISLAMIC STUDIES A
	Course Overview

	ISLAMIC STUDIES B
	In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum and the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework, aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National Curriculum of the United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each addressing topics that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These themes are as follows:  1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith).  2. Islamic Beliefs  3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives.  4. Islamic Values and Manners.  5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters.  6. Identity and Contemporary Issues.  The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic values that reflect the true essence of Islam as embraced by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and concepts.
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	Course Overview

	ARABIC A
	ARABIC A
	ARABIC B
	Course Overview

	History
	Over the year, students explore how different societies developed, connected, and changed the world. They begin with the Islamic Golden Age, discovering how advances in medicine, mathematics, astronomy, trade, art, and learning made the Islamic world a centre of culture and knowledge, and how it compared with Europe at the time. The focus then shifts to the British Empire, examining its expansion, trade networks, and the impact of colonial rule on India, Africa, and the Gulf, including resistance and rebellion, the consequences of the slave trade, and how empire shaped both Britain and the wider world. Finally, students investigate the Industrial Revolution, exploring the inventions, transport, and urbanisation that transformed society, the harsh realities of factory life and public health crises, the role of reformers, and the wider impact on global trade and migration. Together, these studies show how innovation, power, and empire shaped past societies, leaving legacies that continue to influence our world today.
	Course Overview

	Geography
	The Humanities subject of Geography, is taught for 1 lesson per week. Students will study an array of Physical, Human and Environmental Geography. A wide range of skills will be applied in delivering the curriculum and different pedagogical styles will be applied to allow all students to access the curriculum. Aims of the curriculum are to develop students’ knowledge and understanding about the planet we all live on; to provide students with the skills to illustrate, research and refine their understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded understanding of key geographical concepts; and to enable students to reach conclusions and begin to question the world around them.
	Course Overview
	(summary of topics covered in Geography)


	French
	In Year 8, students study French, as a continuation of their Year7 and Primary School learning (if they have been at MTW previously).  Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad range of topics. This varied approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the various course elements, and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified areas for improvement allowing for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to analyse, to take risks, and to question language. It is these teaching methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our students.  In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work, and to become the international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in the target language and our students are encouraged from the start to reply in the target language.
	Course Overview - FRENCH

	MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) –FRENCH & SPANISH
	Course Overview - SPANISH

	ICT
	( Information and Communication Technology)
	In Year 8, students will follow a course of study that develops their technical knowledge, problem solving skills as well as digital literacy. The following curriculum will allow students to become active participants in the digital world by learning cutting edge skills such as coding, computer programming and 3D Design.
	Course Overview


	Entrepreneurship
	In Year 8 Entrepreneurship, students embark on an engaging journey into the world of innovation and business. They begin by exploring fundamental concepts of entrepreneurship, learning about the traits and experiences of successful entrepreneurs. Through interactive activities and real-world examples, students identify problems as opportunities and consider creative solutions. They delve into the basics of market research to understand customer needs and preferences, laying the groundwork for developing their own business ideas. By the end of the year, students gain insights into the entrepreneurial process, from ideation to pitching their concepts, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and a practical understanding of business principles.
	Course Overview

	Art and Design
	Our main aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are:  • Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through diverse materials like graphite, pastels, watercolour, acrylics, clay, and digital tools.  • Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using different materials and techniques, enhancing understanding of media choices.  • Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in industries like graphic design, fashion, architecture, and advertising, through real-world projects.  • Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of design, and printmaking.  • Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by experimenting with materials that reflect individual experiences and ideas.
	Course Overview
	The emphasis on students’ experience of Art through Year 8 is to continue to building on their artistic skills as well as gain new knowledge, understanding, skills and techniques inspired by the work of artists. Through project work, students are given a wide experience of making art in a variety of media that include pencils, soft and oil pastels, printmaking and clay sculpture.


	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Music
	In Year 8, students continue to develop their musical skills through more challenging performance, composition, and listening tasks. Building on the foundations from Year 7, they explore genres such as the Blues, popular music, and film music, while also developing greater fluency using instruments such as keyboards, guitars, and percussion. Students learn about chords, scales, and song structures, applying this knowledge creatively in group performances and compositions. Music technology is also introduced to support arranging and recording, allowing students to experiment with sound in new ways. The curriculum encourages independence, creativity, and collaboration, preparing students for the increasing depth of study in Year 9 and beyond.


	Performing Arts
	Course Overview: Drama
	In Year 8 Drama, students build on their performance skills with a focus on characterisation, creativity, and analysis. They explore Roald Dahl’s stories, develop physical theatre pieces, and engage with Shakespeare’sMacbeth. Projects such as ‘Mini Movies’ introduce film genres, while the study ofMatildadevelops understanding of musical theatre and theatre roles. Finally, devising through given circumstances allows students to collaborate, think creatively, and apply their drama skills in original performances.


	Design and Technology
	Course Overview

	Food Technology
	In Year 8, students build on the foundations from Year7. They take a closer look at nutrition, learning how different nutrients help the body to grow, stay healthy, and have energy. The focus is on both macronutrients ( protein, carbohydrates, fat ) and micronutrients ( vitamins and minerals ). Students begin to make connections between what they learn in theory and what they cook in practice, gradually becoming more independent and creative. Skills such as shaping, combining ingredients, and adapting recipes are introduced so students can start making healthier choices in their own cooking.
	Course Overview

	ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION
	EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
	As a school we value the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle, and here at Metropole we have in place a comprehensive extra-curricular program with a range of enjoyable activities on offer for our students to choose from. Engagement in sport and a wide range of squads that are led by teachers, PE staff and outside sports agencies are very popular with students. Metropole is developing a reputation for competitive sport and our students participate in a range of fixtures and competitions each year.
	The Metropole Mavericks is our MTWs competitive PE squads. Mavericks Squads will compete in the DASSA leagues against secondary schools across Dubai. The trials for these squads will take place during the initial weeks of each term, offering students the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and dedication. Selected participants will then be invited to attendafter-school trainings before the competitions begin. For secondary students, the Mavericks Squads are as follows; boys and girls football, girls netball, cricket, boys and girls basketball and swimming.
	For detailed information about the Metropole Mavericks squads, as well as ECAs please visit the "PE and Mavericks" section on the parent portal to view the Mavericks Brochure 25/26
	MSC (Moral, Social & Cultural Studies)
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	Wellbeing
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	Core Intervention


