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INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents and Students,

At Metropole School Al Waha, our focus is on nurturing future leaders. Our
motto, "Nurturing Leadership," highlights the importance of providing a
supportive and inclusive environment for students to grow and reach their full
potential. Our vision is to create a sustainable and inclusive community hub
that nurtures tomorrow's leaders.

We believe in fostering an inclusive learning environment that enables our
students to grow academically, socially, and emotionally. Our school offers a
rich and diverse curriculum that not only focuses on academic excellence, but
also emphasises the development of essential life skills, critical thinking, and
creativity. We are dedicated to preparing our students for the real-world,
where they are able to be independent, forward-thinking, and innovative!

We provide excellent education for students from Foundation Stage 1 to Year 10. The delivery of British
curriculum subjects and the Ministry of Education subjects (Arabic, Islamic, Social Studies and Moral Education)
ensures students develop a broad understanding of the local and regional heritage, learn about the language of
the country and its values. The focus in the Prep School is on “Nurturing Creativity”; students are encouraged to
be creative through being young entrepreneurs, being active in sport, and expressive through the performing
arts.

This booklet has been produced to inform you about your child’s learning at Metropole School, Al Waha during
this academic year; it is intended to give a broad overview of the learning journey students will undertake. It's an
important tool for developing and maintaining our partnership with you - the more information you have about
how your child is learning and what they are learning, the more you are able to support and enhance their
progress. We are very much committed to growing leaders, and so our curriculum has been designed to provide
students with ample opportunities to develop skills and gain accreditations related to leadership. Throughout the
Prep School, students will be encouraged to establish their leadership and embrace leadership opportunities.

| encourage all our students to embrace curiosity, be open to new ideas, and challenge themselves to reach their
full potential. We hope that you, as parents, will support both the teaching staff and your children in this
challenging but exciting journey.

Yours sincerely,

C) Sschafiro

Ms. Daniella Aschettino
Secondary Headteacher
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 8

Dear Year 8,

We are delighted to welcome both our returning and new students to MTW as you begin Year 8.

At MTW, we are dedicated to providing a positive and inclusive learning environment—one that celebrates diversity,
nurtures curiosity, and encourages critical thinking and active engagement. As Year 8 students, you will have the
opportunity to explore a wide range of subjects, deepen your passions, and build confidently on the foundations laid
in Year 7.

This year, you will take part in a variety of academic, enrichment, and co-curmricular experiences designed to
strengthen your skills, broaden your horizons, and instill resilience, respect, kindness, and teamwork.

From sports, Performing Arts, Maverick Squads, and ECA clubs, to leadership opportunities, entrepreneurial
projects, and community initiatives—you’ll discover new talents, grow your confidence, and create lasting memories
and friendships.

As you move through Year 8, | encourage you to approach each challenge with optimism, treat setbacks as
steppingstones for growth, and aim for excellence in everything you do. Remember, guidance and support are
always available—never hesitate to ask.

Embrace every new experience with a growth mindset. Take risks in your leaming, whether that’s trying something
unfamiliar, entering competitions, or volunteering in class. Approach residential trips and excursions with a spirit of
adventure, strengthening teamwork and building new friendships along the way.

Treasure the friendships you form, the opportunities you seize, and the memories you make. Be an active
participant in your own journey. Once again, a warm welcome to you all.

I look forward to the year ahead. Enjoy every moment, look out for one another, and know that | am excited to work
with each of you.
Yours sincerely,

Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 8




STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Student Leadership is embedded in all aspects of MTW life, with many opportunities for students to develop leadership
skills across a wide range of roles. We believe it builds confidence, resilience, and responsibility, empowering students
to make a positive impact within and beyond our school. Our programme encourages students to be creative thinkers,
problem solvers, and effective communicators, skills essential for lifelong learning. Leadership opportunities exist across
all phases, ensuring every student can take part, regardless of age or background.

At MTW, student leaders represent and contribute to key areas such as:

Eco Leader

Student Council

House Captain

Student Ambassador Welcome Committee Year Council

Leaming Ambassador Communication Committee Wellbeing Committee

National Identity Hero Sport Captains

Family First Ambassador

Reading Champion

Student Council: Acts as the voice of their peers, representing each form and ensuring student opinions help shape
school life.

Eco Leader: Champions sustainability by leading projects that reduce waste, conserve resources, and promote eco-
friendly habits across the community.

House Captain: Builds house spirit by motivating peers, leading events and competitions, and fostering teamwork and
pride.

Student Ambassador: Represents MTW at events, inline with the whole-school event calendar, channels student
feedback into action, and helps drive new initiatives.

Welcome Committee: Students in the Welcome Committee help every newcomer feel included by giving tours,
answering questions, and greeting parents, carers, and guests at key events.

Year Council: cts as the link between students and leadership, leading year-group discussions and working closely with
the Head of Year to represent student voice.

Learning Ambassador: Models effective leaming strategies for both primary and secondary students, shares
personal techniques for success, speaks at events for parents and teachers, supports assemblies, and participates in
feedback sessions to enhance learning at MTW.



STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Communication Committee: Students in this committee will be responsible for capturing school life through photos,
producing a student-friendly newsletter, and keeping the community updated on events and news. They also contribute
to the Secondary Podcast, giving students a voice in how MTW is represented.

Wellbeing Committee: Students work to promotes positive mental, emotional, and physical health by organising
activities, sharing ideas, and supporting initiatives that make MTW a safe, supportive, and inclusive environment for all.

National Identity Hero: Helps lead events that celebrate the culture and traditions of the UAE, including Flag Day,
National Day, and other important national celebrations..

Family First Ambassador: Strengthens connections between home and school by supporting family events,
encouraging community involvement, and promoting MTW’s culture of care and togetherness.

Sports Captain: Supports the organisation of school-wide sports events such as interhouse competitions, Sports Week,
and Dubai 30x30, encouraging participation and celebrating sporting success.

Reading Champion: Inspires a love of reading by recommending books, supporting younger readers, and helping to

organise reading events and podcast episodes. They celebrate reading achievements and make reading engaging and
fun for the whole school.

Incorporating Student Voice

Student leadership without student voice is incomplete. At MTW, student voice is central in two key ways. First, student
leaders are encouraged to speak openly with staff, sharing ideas and strategies they wish to develop. Second, our
leadership programme includes a structured student voice system that ensures every student has the opportunity to be
heard.

Through this approach, student leaders not only fulfil their roles but also genuinely represent the wider student body,
giving their leadership credibility and purpose. In addition, Secondary school leaders host open bi-weekly lunchtime
sessions where students can share feedback and suggest improvements. All students are welcome, and we encourage
every member of the school to attend at least one session during the academic year.



ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

At Metropole School, we value open communication and always welcome feedback from our parents. To ensure
that comments, concerns, or questions are addressed quickly and effectively, we kindly ask that they are directed to
the appropriate member of staff.

Academic Concerns: For any concerns regarding your child’s progress, your first point of contact should be your
child’s Form Teacher. For broader questions about how the curriculum is organised, please contact the relevant
Head of Department or your child’s subject teacher.

Please see staff contact list on page 4 and 5 of this booklet.

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an academic matter, please contact your
son/daughter’s Head of Year. We also have a dedicated School Counsellor available to provide specialist support

for wellbeing
Pastoral Support

Head of Year 7 Regina Gavin
Head of Year 8 Dominique Kingston
Head of Year 9 Mustahsan Shah
Head of Year 10 Nazmin Abdullah

School Counsellor Priscilla Mathew



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Here you will find a summary of the subjects which Year 8 students study, along with the time allocated on a

weekly basis.
Lesson Per | Time Allocated
Week Minutes
English 4 240
Maths 4 240
Science 4 240
Physical Education 2 120

Islamic Studies (Muslim students) / Intervention (non-

Muslim students) 2 120
Arabic A and B 3 180
Geography 1 60
History 1 60
French or Spanish 1 60
Entrepreneurship 1 60
ICT & Computing 1 60
Music, Drama, Art, Food Tech, Design & Technology — on

. 3 180
rotation throughout the year
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies 1 60
Social Studies (Arab students) / Intervention (non-Arab 1 60

students)



ENGLISH

The English cumiculum at Metropole Al Waha follows the UK National Curriculum for England, tailored to
accommodate our international students and align with national priorities. Our rich and diverse curriculum immerses
students in essential knowledge, vocabulary, and experiences relevant to today's world.

Year 8 students will have four hours of English per week, with lessons that provide them with opportunities to
communicate and comprehend the English language in a wide variety of forms. These lessons will focus on the
development of students’ reading, writing and oral skills, building on the Year 7 programme of study. One lesson a
week is a dedicated reading lesson.

Students will hone their analytical and evaluative skills, exploring writer’s craft through avariety of engaging and
increasingly challenging texts ranging from classic literature 'Alice in Wonderlands' to voyages and Adventure; a
range of non fiction texts. They will also further develop their skills as writers, honing their ability to craft ideas for a
wide range of purposes and audiences.

How will students reading and writing skills be assessed?

A matrix of assessment is utilised in the subject to allow students to view their progress across the year. The
assessment objectives and grades have been mapped out inline with Pearson Edexcel English Language GCSE to
allow for a smooth transition into KS4.

Reading:
AO1 — read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives.

AO2 — understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects.
AO3 — explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed.
Writing:

AO4 — communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes and
audiences.

AOS5 — write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate
spelling, grammar and punctuation.



EN GL'SH continued

COURSE OVERVIEW

Term 1

Term 1.1: Where can adventure take you?
Voyages and Adventure

explorers and astronauts, analyzing theirjourneys

concept of exploring other world sand adventure.

Term 1.2: Experience Through Language: Blog
Writing

In this writing unit, students will focus on creating

personal narratives and share insights on travel,
discoveries, and the thrill of venturing into the
unknown. Through this process, students will
connect their writing to the overarching concept o
exploring other worlds and experiences.

In this unit, students will explore travel writing from

and discoveries while connecting to the overarching

engaging blog posts that reflect their understanding
of exploration and adventure. They will learn to craft

Term 2

Term 2.1: Dreams and Imagination: Novel
Study: Alice in Wonderland.

n this reading unit focused on Alice in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll, students will explore the themes
of dreams and imagination. Through key reading
skills such as comprehension, inference, and
analysis, they will examine Alice’s journey through a
fantastical world, analyzing how dreams and
imagination shape her experience. This unit
encourages students to reflecton how stories can
unlock new perspectives and challenge the
boundaries of reality.

|

Term 2.2: Bringing Imagination to life: Creating
Imaginative Characters

In this writing unit centered on Alice in Wonderland,)
students will focus on character creation, inspired
by the novel's whimsical and unique figures. They
will develop their own characters, exploring their
backgrounds, motivations, and emotional traits.
Through this process, students will enhance their
imagination and writing skills, connecting to the
theme of creating characters from fantastical
worlds and deepening their understanding of
narrative creativity.

f

Term 3

Term 3.1: Power of Culture and Ide ntity
through Poetry

Inthis reading uniton Culture and Identity
through Poetry, students will explore diverse
poetic voices from various cultures and countries.
They will analyze how language shapes identity
and reflects cultural experiences, connecting their
insights to the overarching concept of exploring
other worlds. Through discussions and activities,
students will deepen their understanding of how
poetry captures the essence of different identities
and perspectives.

Term 3.2: Power of Form: Creating Poetry

In this writing unit, students will explore the
different foms of poetry and create their own using|
their own culture and heritage to create worlds
intheir writing. Students will focus on their
craftmanship and using their creative voice to
presentworlds that are important to them.

Term 1.1: Extract Analysis

PR Term2.1: : Creative Blog Writing.

Term 2.1: Setting Analysis.

Term 2.1: Creative character
description.

Term 3.1: Poem Analysis.
Term 3.2: Create an original poem.

Useful Websites:

www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/

https://www.century.tech/

www.commonlit.org/en
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MATHS

In Year 8, students follow the UK National Curriculum for England. Students will learn a variety of topics that lay the
foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year 8 Mathematics there is a focus on Mastery, each topic is studied
for a longer period of time so students can explore in greater depth and truly master their numeracy skills. To
supplement this work, students will also work on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday
situations and work on student’s problem solving skills.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Ratio Area, Volume and Angles in parallel lines and
= Proportion and Scale Density polygons
) . . = Equations and = Tables and Probability
= Algebraic Manipulation Inequalities .
. = Circles
Content Coordinates and Graphs = Percentages

. . . = Graphs and Charts
= Multiply and Divide Fractions = Indices
= Sequences

= Symmetry and Reflection = Standard Form

= Interpret and Represent

Data
Written assessment at the end of Written assessment at the Assessment at the end of term 2
term 1 covering all topics from term 1 end of term 2 covering all covering all topics studied from
topics studied from term 1 term 1,2 and 3.
and 2

Useful Websites:

https://www.century.tech/

https://sparxmaths.com/en/

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

www.corbettmaths.com
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SCIENCE

In Year 8 Science, we continue to follow the National Curriculum for England and build on the foundational
concepts learned in Year 7, while continuing to integrate sustainability and opportunities for student leadership.
Students will study a wide range of engaging, real-world concepts in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, ranging from
food and nutrition to the periodic table and earth and space. They will continue to develop their practical and
enquiry skills through hands-on experiments, building on foundational scientific skills to prepare for their IGCSEs.
Sustainability remains a key focus, with students encouraged to engage in action-based learning. Our cumriculum’s
aim continues to be preparing tomomrow’s leaders—confident, creative, and independent learners.

COURSE OVERVIEW

= Developing mastery of real-world concepts in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

= Building on foundational scientific skills including the use of scientific equipment and health and safety in the
lab

» Using the scientific method to develop enquiry and investigation skills

= Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our environmental impact

= Nurturing leadership through project, presentation and student-led work.

Curriculum
Ark Curriculum Plus (Science Mastery)
Assessment

Every half term there will be a cumulative assessment to prepare students to recall with ease.
Assessment will be followed by a feedforward lesson to address misunderstanding and
misconceptions. There is ongoing formative assessment throughout lessons and assessed tasks.

Useful Websites:

= http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/shttps:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive ks3 science

= http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p

= https://www.thenational.academy/

= https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

= https://keystagewiki.com/index.php/Science Key Stage 3
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SC IE NC E continued

COURSE OVERVIEW

Changing substances

Content

Tissues and organs

Describe how cells group
together to form tissues and
organs.

Explain the functions of major
organs in the human body.
Analyse how organ systems
work together to keep
organisms alive.

Acids and alkalis

Identify common acids,
alkalis, and indicators.
Explain the pH scale and
what it shows about strength.
Apply neutralisation reactions
to everyday examples.

Describe physical and
chemical changes in
substances.

Explain how to identify
evidence of chemical
reactions.

Compare reversible and
irreversible changes.

Magnetism

Identify magnetic materials
and describe magnetic fields.
Explain how magnets interact
with each other and with
materials.

Apply the concept of
electromagnets to real-life
uses.

Electric circuits

* Identify circuit components
and describe their roles.

» Construct and interpret
circuit diagrams using
symbols.

* Explain how current,
voltage, and resistance
interact.

Nutrition

e Describe the main food
groups and their functions.

» Explain the importance of a
balanced diet for health.

* Analyse the effects of
deficiencies and excesses
in diet.

Movement and pressure

Describe how forces cause
movement and deformation.
Explain how pressure works
in solids, liquids, and gases.
Calculate pressure in
different situations and
predict effects.

Respiration and
photosynthesis

Compare respiration and
photosynthesis as chemical
processes.

Explain how respiration
releases energy for cells.
Describe how photosynthesis
produces glucose and
oxygen in plants.

Written assessment every half
term

Life diversity

Classify living organisms into
groups based on
characteristics.

Explain how adaptations
support survival in different
habitats.

Evaluate the importance of
biodiversity in ecosystems.

Earth systems

Describe the structure of the
Earth and its main layers.
Explain key processes such
as the rock cycle and plate
tectonics.

Analyse how Earth systems
interact to shape the planet.

Written assessment every half
term

Light

* Describe how light travels
and explain reflection and
refraction.

* Investigate how lenses and
prisms change light rays.

» Explain how the eye detects
light and allows vision.

Revision for end of year
assessment and project-
based learning

End of year assessment



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students in Year 8 will continue experiencing a broad and creative curriculum that has been thoroughly mapped so
experiences and prior learning can continue to be built and further developed. All teaching staff to empower
students to lead a healthy, active lifestyle, providing opportunities for all to compete in sport and other activities, in
turn building character including values such as faimess and respect.

Basic GCSE Physical Education concepts and theories will also be addressed throughout the various units of
work allowing students to develop the knowledge and skills to be physically active and healthy in later life. Our
curriculum will promote a love of physical activity and the confidence to participate. In addition, students will be able
to evaluate their own health and fitness levels using data effectively and implement effective programs to further
enhance their ability levels.

In line with the GEMS Metropole Prep School vision, Physical Education and Sport is embedding student leadership
within the curriculum. This will help students to develop their skills and qualities associated with leadership such as
communication, confidence and organisation.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Throughout the year all students will rotate through the following Sports

Football, Netball, Cricket, Athletics, Swimming, Basketball, Fitness and the body/Strength
Content and Conditioning, Striking and Fielding, Badminton, Handball, Gymnastics, Table Tennis.

m Formative practical assessment will take place throughout each unit of sport being studied.

Useful Websites:

= hitp://www. .CO. tion ts/znyb4wx

= http://news.bbc.co. 2/hi m fault.stm

= http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/P hange-for-life. X
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ISLAMIC STUDIES B

In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum and the Knowledge and
Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework, aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National
Curriculum of the United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each addressing topics
that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These themes are as follows:

1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith). 2. Islamic Beliefs 3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives.
4. Islamic Values and Manners. 5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters. 6. Identity and Contemporary Issues.
The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic values that reflect the true essence of
Islam as embraced by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and
concepts.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Revelation
((QUTELRIN \le morization, Memorization, Memorization, Memorization, Memorization, Memorization,

L) recitation, and recitation, and recitation, and recitation, and recitation, and recitation, and
interpretation of interpretation of the interpretation of interpretation of interpretation  interpretation
ARSIV the overall overall meaning of the the overall the overall of the overall  of the overall
=EICIEN \e aning of the verses of Surah Qaaf meaning of the meaning of the meaning of meaning of
verses of Surah (11-15). verses of Surah verses of Surah verses from verses from
RSN Qaaf (1-11). Qaaf (16 - 30), Qaaf (16 - 30), Surah Al- Surah Al-
Rulings and The Battle of the ((Allah the ((Allah the Rahman (1-  Rahman (16-
LSOl CIEN () nder the Shade  Confederates (Al Absolute creator ~ Absolute creator  15). 30).
of Allah. Ahzab). and the All- and the All-
4. Islamic Knowing.)) Knowing.))
The Evidences of The Prayer of the sick The Religion is Coexistence
AEUESELG the Oneness of  and the traveler. ease. among people.
\VETTa Y Allah . Repentance. Key aspects of the
Tayammum (Dry life of Imam Abu
Sunan Al-Fitrah Ablution) and Wiping  Taking care of the Hanifah and his Humbleness.
LSRN Natural acts of  over Khuff (Thick orphans. impact on the The Arab and
]{ele[=[e]s )XW Cleanliness) Socks) Islamic Law. Islamic
Characters. Voluntary Prayer Thinking in Civilization.
Ghusul (Full (the Night & Duha Work is an actof Islam.
Islamic Shower) prayers) Worship.
GRleLTaliii&=Tale) Observance of
Contemporary Allah. (PROJECT): (PROJ E_CT):
Prophet’s battles  Poverty in the
Issues. were all defensive. Muslim World -
Linked to

UNESCO SDGs.

Students will be assessed twice each term. They will undergo short tests mid-termterm, and at the end of
the semester, they will take an exam in Islamic Education covering the six course topics.

Useful Websites:
* www.seraj-uae.com " b nnah.com
. .com/c/One4kids-Z -

= https://quran411.com/
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ARABIC B

In Year 8, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different levels to meet the student’s needs, in this Year/
Level; the curiculum focusses on emotional and social cases, or global cases, students will learn and apply their
learning developing their language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) through literature, observations, and
collaborative discussions. They will learn new vocabulary and build strong base in asking and answering questions
about key details in texts and reading aloud. Students will present learnt information orally or through other media.
In addition, students learned how to write different types of texts applying new grammar concepts.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit: Tolerance and  Unit: Emotions Unit: The Unit: Unit: Proud of my Unit: Advertising

Coexistence = happiness Environment Environment and country and Economics

= no bullying = anger - forest Technology - roles modelsin - advertising

= tolerance = the hunger = environment = power resources my life = food and drinks

= my strange friend protection = Emirates Mars = volunteering = clothing

Grammar: mission

Grammar: - exclamation style Grammar: Grammar: Grammar:

= Juaill) bl fua = pronouns = LewY) Alaal) Grammar: - the connected = &3 wslid

(et - Allad) joa = connection Aladll - present, past,  pronouns aleinyl @l s =

- present, past, o=l e - future tenses (il el leiin) il =

Writing Skills: future tenses —&¥ )b alsl - singular, dual,

- students will write - negative (Leip— <l — ¢ plural Writing Skills: Writing Skills:
about the reasons = exclamation = Write a - Designing a
and the impact of Writing Skills: Writing Skills: style paragraph specificad in a

c bullying, also they = Rewrite a biography = Write a about his role way that leads

ontent - . .
will create posters of someone. paragraph Writing Skills: model people to read
for no bullying signs = Writing a text about describing the - students will - Comparison and pay
to how we can make importance of write about between good attention to it.
distribute itinside people around us forests using and bad role = Writing a topic
school and out. happy. = Causes of technology to model about diet for
= students will write = Write a paragraph pollution and safe = write about a health.

about the value of about what | feel how to protect  our environment. real experience = Compare
tolerance in our life about myselfif | am the = students will in volunteering, clothes
and how it reflects in an optimistic person environment. write about and the impact in your country
the society. or pessimistic and Emirates Mars of that on the and in the

= students will write why? Mission. student and on Emirates

about coexistence in
UAE, how it make all
of us living in great
community.

= Write a recipe about
a plate or a dish you
like.

= Write a text, how
parents react toward
their kid’s behavior
and how they deal
with their anger.

the society.

The students will be assessed at the end of each unit, and will have an end of term Assessment.

= Describe the
appropriate
work clothes
from your
point of view,
explaining the
reason for
your selection



HISTORY

Over the year, students explore how different societies developed, connected, and changed the world. They
begin with the Islamic Golden Age, discovering how advances in medicine, mathematics, astronomy, trade, art,
and learning made the Islamic world a centre of culture and knowledge, and how it compared with Europe at the
time. The focus then shifts to the British Empire, examining its expansion, trade networks, and the impact of
colonial rule on India, Africa, and the Gulf, including resistance and rebellion, the consequences of the slave
trade, and how empire shaped both Britain and the wider world. Finally, students investigate the Industrial
Revolution, exploring the inventions, transport, and urbanisation that transformed society, the harsh realities of
factory life and public health crises, the role of reformers, and the wider impact on global trade and migration.
Together, these studies show how innovation, power, and empire shaped past societies, leaving legacies that
continue to influence our world today.

Useful Websites:
« BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
» School History: https://schoolhistory.co.uk/

Course Overview:

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Content The Islamic Golden Age: A An Empire on Which the Sun From Steam to Cities:
World of Knowledge and Never Set The Age of Industry
Innovation
This unit examines the This unit investigates
This unit explores rise, expansion, and the Industrial Revolution
the achievements and legacy  |global influence of the and its effects on Britain and
of the Islamic Golden Age, British Empire, exploring how the wider world. Students
a period of remarkable progress [it shaped both Britain and will explore key inventions
between the 8th and 13th its colonies. Students will and innovations in industry
centuries. study trade networks, and and transport, the rapid
the human cost of empire growth of cities, and the
Students will through slavery, resistance, challenges of factory life and
investigate advances in and rebellion. public health.
medicine, mathematics,
astronomy, art, and architecture, [They will also investigate Through case studies
as well as the importance of the impact of empire on such as Manchester and the
trade, culture, and Britain’s wealth and work of reformers, they
learning centres such as industry, experiences of colonial |will examine
Baghdad and Cordoba. They life across regions such as how industrialisation
will uncover how ideas India and the Gulf, and transformed society,
spread, knowledge flourished, [debates over how the Empire trade, and migration, leaving
and innovations shaped should be remembered today. |a legacy that continues
both the world. to shape the modern world.
Assessment | Students will complete a variety of assessments throughout the year, including project work,
multiple choice knowledge quizzes and extended writing.




GEOGRAPHY

The Humanities subject of Geography, is taught for 1 lesson per week. Students will study an array of Physical,
Human and Environmental Geography. A wide range of skills will be applied in delivering the cumriculum and
different pedagogical styles will be applied to allow all students to access the cumriculum. Aims of the curriculum
are to develop students’ knowledge and understanding about the planet we all live on; to provide students with
the skills to illustrate, research and refine their understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded
understanding of key geographical concepts; and to enable students to reach conclusions and begin to question
the world around them.

Useful Websites: BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and National Geographic:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/,

Course Overview (summary of topics covered in Geography):

Geography

Term 1: Our Restless Earth 2: Asia: 3: Our Frozen Planet
A Continent of Growth
Concept Natural Hazards (tectonic) Development and Pressure, Development,
Globalisation, Migration Landforms and Processes
and Population (Erosion, Transportation and
Deposition), Sustainability
Content - Plate Tectonic Theory
- Plate Margins - Locating Asia - Cold environments
- Earthquake effects, - Asia's human and physical characteristics
responses and physical geography - Global distribution of cold
measurement - Asia’s Newly Emerging environments
- Case Study Examples Economies - Russia
- Tsunamis - Asia’s rapid population - Glacial processes and
- Volcanic Eruptions growth landforms
- China and India
Skills - ldentifying OS map symbols, Atlas, scale and distance, direction, 4 and 6 figure grid
(Map, graph and references, height and relief, using a key/legend, reading a bar chart, pie chart, line
numerical) graph, choropleth map, describing distribution, calculating mean, mode, rang and
median.
Assessment Students will be assessed on their geographical knowledge, skills and understanding each
term by completing a 25-mark curriculum checkpoint.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/

FRENCH

In Year 8, students study French, as a continuation of their Year 7 and Primary School learning (if they have been
at MTW previously).

Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad range
of topics. This varied approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the
various course elements, and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified areas for improvement
allowing for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to analyse, to take risks, and to question
language. It is these teaching methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our students.

In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work,
and to become the international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in the target language and
our students are encouraged from the start to reply in the target language.

COURSE OVERVIEW - FRENCH (subject to change depending on work covered)

Using present tense with  Talking about friends, Combining present, past
regular verbs personalities and and future tenses

relationships

Expressing opinions Using the imperative

Adjectival agreement

Talking about Tv shows Telling someone what to

and films Talking about music do using the imperative

Using the future tense Using the perfect tense Writing a profile of a
Content music star

Talking about your future Saying what you did in
holidays Paris Talking about an

i t
Talking about clothes Talking about places in tpcoming even

and fashion town and what you did Creating invitations and

Describing your hobbies Al response

and free time activities

m Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar




MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL)
— FRENCH & SPANISH continued

COURSE OVERVIEW - SPANISH (subject to change depending on work covered)

* Greetings and Likes and dislikes . Future tense
introduction o The verb ‘gustarse’. o Holidays

* Numbers 30-100 , o Hobbies and . Comparison of Spain
days of the week, interests. and Dubai as holiday
months of the year . Food destinations.

+ Feelings and o Designing a healthy e To ask and answer
emotions. menu in Spanish questions about what

* The verb estar ° Preferential verbs you like to do on

* Regular present holidays
tense verbs. . A day at the beach

* Revision of la familia o How to order an ice
y mi casa. cream at the beach

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Role plays, Scrap book assignments.

Useful Websites:

= www.languagesonline.org.uk

= httos://www linguee.com Textbook used: ‘Que Pass’ by EDCO publishers



http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.linguee.com/
https://www.linguee.com/

ICT

In Year 8, students will follow a course of study that develops their technical knowledge, problem solving skills as
well as digital literacy. The following curriculum will allow students to become active participants in the digital world
by learning cutting edge skills such as coding, computer programming and 3D Design.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Content )

E-Safety Spreadsheets (Excel) Introduction to Python
Sketchup 3D Design Binary
Digital literacy Planning Problem Solving
Digital citizenship Creativity Coding

Key Skills Cyberbullying awareness Formula Creation Syntax Error Reading
Critical evaluation Curiosity Programming concepts
Research Problem solving Logical thinking

MCAQ testing understanding of topic

Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills

Useful Websites:

= https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8 mtsbk

= https://www.w3schools.com/html/

= hitps://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk
https://www.w3schools.com/html/
https://www.w3schools.com/html/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

In Year 8 Entrepreneurship, students embark on an engaging journey into the world of innovation and business.
They begin by exploring fundamental concepts of entrepreneurship, learning about the traits and experiences of
successful entrepreneurs. Through interactive activities and real-world examples, students identify problems as
opportunities and consider creative solutions. They delve into the basics of market research to understand
customer needs and preferences, laying the groundwork for developing their own business ideas. By the end of the
year, students gain insights into the entrepreneurial process, from ideation to pitching their concepts, fostering
critical thinking, creativity, and a practical understanding of business principles.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Welcome to my
Restaurant Project

Content

Emerging Technology
Product Pioneer

Social Entrepreneur
Creating a Leader

Financial Literacy

Problem solving

Brainstorming

Time Management Researching 3D Designing

Key Skills Presentatign skills Commgnication Poster Creation
Collaboration Creativity Target Market
Critical Thinking Networking USP

MCAQ testing understanding of topic
Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills

Useful Websites:

= https://app.senecalearning.com/courses? Price=Free

= https://edu.sketchup.com/app (Sign in with Microsoft account)

Presentation Skills


https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
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https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
https://edu.sketchup.com/app
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ART AND DESIGN

Our main aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are:

» Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through diverse materials like graphite, pastels,
watercolour, acrylics, clay, and digital tools.

» Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using different materials and techniques, enhancing
understanding of media choices.

» Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in industries like graphic design, fashion,
architecture, and advertising, through real-world projects.

+ Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of
design, and printmaking.

» Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by experimenting with materials that reflect individual
experiences and ideas.

COURSE OVERVIEW

The emphasis on students’ experience of Art through Year 8 is to continue to building on their artistic skills as
well as gain new knowledge, understanding, skills and techniques inspired by the work of artists. Through
project work, students are given a wide experience of making artin a variety of media that include pencils, soft
and oil pastels, printmaking and clay sculpture.

Design:

In Term 1, students will engage in a
research-intensive project on
sustainable fashion, starting with an
investigation of various sustainable
clothing brands and their impact on the
environment. They will study effective
logo designs and create their own logo
for a hypothetical sustainable clothing
company. Alongside this, students will
explore different types of design and
their real-word applications,
understanding how design influences
consumer behavior and aesthetics. The
term will culminate with students
researching a designer of their choice
and creating a magazine spread
showcasing the designer's work and
philosophy. This project integrates
research skills, creative design, and
real-world applications, providing a
comprehensive leaming experience in
sustainable fashion and design.

Content

uidance.

site$

https://www.artsy.net

https://www.studentartquide.com

https:.//www.pinterest.com

Portraiture & Still Life:

In Term 2, students will focus on
portraiture, exploring various artists and
styles to understand different approaches
to capturing the human face. They will
learn the grid method, a technique that
aids in accurately drawing proportions and
details. Later in the term, students will be
introduced to acrylic paint through a still
life project inspired by the artist Wayne
Thiebaud. They will learn about mixing
colors and color matching, applying these
techniques to create vibrant still life
artworks. This term combines technical
drawing skills with painting techniques,
providing a comprehensive understanding
of both portrait and still life art.

Mask Design:

In Term 3, Year 8 students will
undertake a mask design project,
starting with research into cultural
and contemporary mask-making
traditions to choose a unique theme.
They will sketch multiple designs,
refining their ideas before moving on
to the creation phase. Students will
learn sculpting techniques and paper
manipulation methods, such as
folding, cutting, and layering, to add
details and textures. They will also
master the art of paper mache to
build and finish their masks.
Throughout the term, students will
engage in peer critiques, developing
a comprehensive set of research,
design, and sculpting skills,
culminating in the creation of
personalized, thematic masks that
showcase their artistic vision.

. Formative Assessment: Regular feedback on experimentation with materials and techniques,
encouraging risk-taking and refinement. Students reflect on their progress and respond to teacher

mmmative Assessment: Completed outcomes and supporting studies are assessed against project
criteria, including technical skill, ariginality, and ahility to meet the project outcomes.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
https://www.artsy.net/
https://www.artsy.net/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/

PERFORMING ARTS

COURSE OVERVIEW: Music

In Year 8, students continue to develop their musical skills through more challenging performance, composition, and listening
tasks. Building on the foundations from Year 7, they explore genres such as the Blues, popular music, and film music, while
also developing greater fluency using instruments such as keyboards, guitars, and percussion. Students learn about chords,
scales, and song structures, applying this knowledge creatively in group performances and compositions. Music technology is
also introduced to support arranging and recording, allowing students to experiment with sound in new ways. The curriculum
encourages independence, creativity, and collaboration, preparing students for the increasing depth of study in Year 9 and
beyond.

Content

Term 1;

Blues
Students continue to develop their understanding of Harmony ,Musical Literacy and knowledge of notation through the Genre
of Blues using the keyboards.

Term 2

Samba
Students explore thhe Genre of Samba, it’s historical context and rhythmic pattems learning how to play more complex rhythms
within an ensemble.

Film Music — with links to Program music:
Students will leam about the Genrer of Film music and the type of musical techniques used to create different moods.

Term 3

Guitar
Students will develop their physical skills and learn how to play basic chords on the guitar. 4 chords are
enough to play an enormous number of songs. We will explore song structure as part of the program..

Practical Performances — video or audio recording taken when appropriate
Written and listening tasks as well as verbal feedback — to show students how to improve their work

Useful Websites:

http://www.classicsforkids.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicsforkids.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cc.sareno_mts%40gemsedu.com%7Cee8f541a3ca5468640e808db7e9cab6e%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638242983575917198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FLeaZGpLq%2FnND8gix4km1V4sN17CMsbmzOq4aY48ZGE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicsforkids.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cc.sareno_mts%40gemsedu.com%7Cee8f541a3ca5468640e808db7e9cab6e%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638242983575917198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FLeaZGpLq%2FnND8gix4km1V4sN17CMsbmzOq4aY48ZGE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82

PERFORMING ARTS

COURSE OVERVIEW: DRAMA

In Year 8 Drama, students build on their performance skills with a focus on characterisation,
creativity, and analysis. They explore Roald Dahl’s stories, develop physical theatre pieces,
and engage with Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Projects such as ‘Mini Movies’ introduce film
genres, while the study of Matilda develops understanding of musical theatre and theatre
roles. Finally, devising through given circumstances allows students to collaborate, think
creatively, and apply their drama skills in original performances.

Roald Dahl
Students learn about characterisation. They then apply this to the different characters from
Roald Dahl.

Physical Theatre
Students learn about physical theatre and create their own piece.

Macbeth
Students learn about Shakespeare and explore the play Macbeth.

Content

Mini Movies
Students learn about genre's and create their own mini movies

Musical Theatre
Students learn about musical theatre through the play Matilda. They learn about the different
roles and responsibilities.

Gi Ci I

Students learn how to devise through a given circumstance. This develops their creative skills.

Practical Performances — video or audio recording taken when appropriate
Written and/or verbal feedback — to show students how to improve their work
DIRT feedback lessons to for reflection.

Useful Websites:

=  www.nationaltheatre.org.uk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbckjxs

https://www.kidactivities.net/drama-games-and-activities

http://www.sfskids.org/



http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kidactivities.net%2Fdrama-games-and-activities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cc.sareno_mts%40gemsedu.com%7Cee8f541a3ca5468640e808db7e9cab6e%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638242983575917198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCilxuP2nSlu8RtDlw8zP40dYfd3pHUwMc7GbfAvkMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kidactivities.net%2Fdrama-games-and-activities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cc.sareno_mts%40gemsedu.com%7Cee8f541a3ca5468640e808db7e9cab6e%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638242983575917198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCilxuP2nSlu8RtDlw8zP40dYfd3pHUwMc7GbfAvkMQ%3D&reserved=0

Design & Technology

Students in Year 8 will have half a term in Design & Technology (6 hours). The majority of lessons for the 6-hour
block will be practical, focusing on an exciting project that will allow students to craft their own product which they
can bring home! They will be making use of machinery available in the workshop and will also build on their skills
with hand tools, drawing and more!

COURSE OVERVIEW

Health & Safety and Workshop Introduction
Students will be introduced to the subject, the correct Health & Safety rules and the
equipment of the workshop

Project Planning
Students will learn of their project, and will have an opportunity to plan their design

'‘Chocolate Mould' project

Students will be tasked with creating a Mould for their own chocolate bar! This will
combine woodwork with Vacuum forming, introducing students to advanced
product design skills.

Content Project evaluation
Students will take a lesson to peer-assess and self-assess their projects. They will
reflect on the strengths and weaknesses. This will contribute to their assessment

Project feedback
Students will receive DIRT structured feedback on their project, allowing them to
reflect on their progress over the rotation.

Formative Assessment
Students will be texted on the theory knowledge that they've gained during their
practical time.

Summative: Project-based: Students will work towards a final product, which will be
assessed on quality, use of skills and evaluation.

Formative: Theory-based exam style questions.

DIRT feedback to be utilised in lesson.




FOOD TECHNOLOGY

In Year 8, students build on the foundations from Year 7. They take a closer look at nutrition, learning how different
nutrients help the body to grow, stay healthy, and have energy. The focus is on both macronutrients (protein,
carbohydrates, fat) and micronutrients (vitamins and minerals). Students begin to make connections between what
they learn in theory and what they cook in practice, gradually becoming more independent and creative. Skills
such as shaping, combining ingredients, and adapting recipes are introduced so students can start making
healthier choices in their own cooking.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Food Technology Year 8

Content

Nutrition and healthy eating.
Macronutrients: protein, carbohydrates, fat.
Micronutrients: vitamins and minerals.
Recap of kitchen safety.

Building on Year 7 skills.

. Shaping and forming ingredients.

Key Skills Combining foods to create balanced dishes.
Making small adjustments to recipes for health.

A short multiple-choice quiz on nutrition.
Assessment A practical assessment where students design or adapt a simple dish to show their
nutritional knowledge in action.

Useful Websites:

= https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk

= https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/cooking-
nutrition-secondary-ks3/units

= https://lovefoodlovescience.org
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ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

As a school we value the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle, and here at Metropole we have in place a
comprehensive extra-curricular program with a range of enjoyable activities on offer for our students to choose from.
Engagement in sport and a wide range of squads that are led by teachers, PE staff and outside sports agencies are
very popular with students. Metropole is developing a reputation for competitive sport and our students participate in
a range of fixtures and competitions each year.

The Metropole Mavericks is our MTWs competitive PE squads. Mavericks Squads will compete in the DASSA
leagues against secondary schools across Dubai. The trials for these squads will take place during the initial weeks
of each term, offering students the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and dedication. Selected participants

will then be invited to attend after-school trainings before the competitions begin. For secondary students, the
Mavericks Squads are as follows; boys and girls football, girls netball, cricket, boys and girls basketball and
swimming.

For detailed information about the Metropole Mavericks squads, as well as ECAs please visit the "PE and
Mavericks" section on the parent portal to view the Mavericks Brochure 25/26

MSC (Moral, Social & Cultural Studies)

Moral, Social and Cultural (MSC) education at Metropole is delivered weekly in a dedicated lesson, and is also
integrated into all specific subject areas; assemblies, trips, projects and house competitions.

The ultimate outcome of MSC is to create a generation of citizens who:

= Build character traits that include resilience, perseverance, work ethic, critical thinking and discipline.

= Prepare students with the skills they need for adult life. Skills include financial literacy, awareness of addiction,
mental and physical well-being and digital literacy.

= Teach students the practical and ethical values that are represented in the ethos of the course, which includes
tolerance, honesty, dignity, respect, and humility.

» Encourage and enable students to become engaged members of their community.

= Teach students about culture, both of the UAE and of the wider world, and enable them to value the wealth of
culture available across the world.

= Emphasise diversity in its social and cultural components.

= Deliver intemational content.

= Challenge and inspire students.

= Reinforce UAE vision Key concepts for Sustainable development.



ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION continued
@ & &

Wellbeing CARE  LEARNING  EXCELLENCE

Wellbeing is at the heart of education at Metropole. Supporting mental, emotional, and physical health helps
students shine brighter in their learning and everyday lives. We encourage all learners to 'Be a GEM' and
nurture wellbeing through:

Mental Health Education: Embedding awareness of mental health, resilience, and emotional intelligence
across lessons enables students to recognise and manage their feelings. Mindfulness activities, relaxation
strategies, and guided breathing support them in developing practical ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

Counseling Services: Providing access to our school counselors allows students to seek help and guidance
when needed.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise helps students
maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where students feel safe,
valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise helps students
maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: A safe, inclusive culture where students feel valued, respected, and part of

“One Team” ensures they can thrive. Our “Be a GEM” values of Care, Always Leaming, Excellence, and One
Team underpin every aspect of this supportive environment

Core Intervention

Core intervention programmes are designed to provide additional support to students who may need extra
help in subjects such as English, Maths and Science. These programmess aim to close learning gaps,
reinforce foundational skills, and ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed academically.

Core intervention takes place for our non-Muslim students whilst our Muslim students attend their Islamic
lessons. The lessons will include:

Small Group Tutoring: Organising small group sessions with a specialist teacher to provide personalised
attention and support, making it easier for students to ask questions and engage in interactive learning.

Homework Help: Providing designated time and resources for homework assistance helps students
complete assignments effectively and reinforces their understanding of the material.

All of these sessions are planned by the Heads of department.
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